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Thomas Hobbes: His Method of Making up a Civil Government
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Hobbes says in his work De Cive that he took his beginning from the very matter of civil
government, and thence proceeded to its generation, and form, and the first beginning of justice;
for everything is best understood by its constitutive causes. For as in a watch, or some such
small engine, the matter, figure, and motion of the wheels cannont well be known, except it be
taken in sunder, and viewed in parts; so to make a more curious search into the rights of states,
and duties of subjects, it is necessary, they be so considered, as if they were dissolved, that is,
that we rightly understand what the quality of human nature is, in what matters it is, in what
not, fit to make up a civil government, and how -men must be agreed amongst themselves, that
intend to grow up into a well-grounded state, The aim of this paper is to consider his method

delievered in a plain and evident style.
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