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This paper discusses how the upper class took shape in modern Japan after the Meiji
Restoration. In particular, this paper elucidates the process by which entrepreneurs appearing
at the forefront of the financial world after the Meiji Restoration came to form a single, cohe-
sive class.

In modern society after Meiji Restoration, just as in the Tokugawa period, a deep-seated con-
tempt for commerce and moneymaking was held by the common people. Amidst this atmos-
phere of disdain, the first merchant was made a member of the peerage in 1896. This event
caused a flurry of commotion and envy among the news media which covered this event. For the
members of financial circles, however, this bestowal of peerage was not such an unexpected
event, as they had steadily been laying the foundation for their entry into the upper class. The
strategies they undertook for this entry into the upper class included the establishment of rela-
tionships with the aristocracy (nobility) through marriage, as well as creating a peerage cul-

ture and playing a central role therein. This paper describes these two strategies in detail.
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