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The aim of this paper is to examine the distribution of adverbs
in Japanese from the minimalist perspective. I have argued
elsewhere (Mizuno 2010) that recent approaches to adverb
licensing such as the specifier-based analysis of Cingue (1999)
and the scope-based analysis of Ernst (2002) are problematic; as
an alternative, I proposed a phase-based analysis and explained
the distribution of adverbs in English. In this paper, I point
out that the specifier-based analysis is also problematic for the
distribution of adverbs in Japanese and argue that the phase-
based analysis holds for the distribution of adverbs in Japanese.
Furthermore, it is shown that the licenser Modepistemic is closely
related to the functional head Top.
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(1) a. Probably they will have read the book.
b. They probably will have read the book.
¢. They will probably have read the book.
d.* They will have probably read the book.
e.* They will have read the book probably.

B THINERBEF2 L1 2) TRLLBERIMVERE 2o TET




BY, EE A ¥ TEREEALRERCBVTEZOREEPMILS AT
% (cf. Alexiadou 1997, Cinque 1999, Laenzlinger 2004, Haumann 2007) o

(2) $eEESH (Specifier-based analysis)
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(3) 7 =4 A%4#t (Phase-based analysis)
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(5) [Frankly Moodspeech act [surprisingly Moodevaluative [allegedly
Moodevidential [probably Modepistemic [once T (Past) ...... [usually
Asphabitual ... (Cinque 1999: 77)
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(6) a. [ModP Probably Modepistemic [they will have read the book]]
b. They; [ModP probably Modepistemic [t; will have read the
book]]
c. They; will; [ModP probably Modepistemic [t; t; have read the
book]]
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(13) Phase-based analysis of adverb licensing
Adverbs are licensed when they are locally c-commanded by
their licensers  within a phase domain. (Mizuno (2010: 2))
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(14) a. Force > Top* > Foc > Top* > Fin > IP [CP $E#5]
b. Moodspeech act > Moodevaluative > Moodevidential > Modepistemic >

T (Past) > T (Future) > Modroet/T (Anterior) >Aspectperfect ...
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