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Teh Existence and Essence of the Cogito

Koji KAKITA

Department of Humanities

This paper deals with the relation between the existence and nature of the Cogito in the first half of
Descartes’s Second Meditation, and the Cartesian conception of ‘thought’ in narrow and wide meanings. The
narrow meaning of ‘thought’ signifies pure intellect alone, excluding sense and imagination. Its wide meaning
signifies the whole of consciousness, including sense and imagination. When it is essential to recognize the
Cogito as thinking substance, its narrow meaning is in focus. In this case the existence of the Cogito proves
to be the thinking substance really distinct from extended substance, and correspondingly the nature of the
Cogito, the pure intellect modally distinct from sense and imagination. When it is essential to know what the
Cogito (res cogitans) is, its wide meaning is in focus. In this case the thinking substance comprehends all kinds
of thinking modes, including not only intellect as its nature, but also sense and imagination as its modes.
Starting from the pure intellect, the Cogito puts all kinds of thinking modes in due order and reconstructs the

thinking substance.
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