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Locke and Hobbes

— In reference to the American Founding Fathers

Tatsushi YosHipa
Department of Humanities
(Received September 1, 1988)

I have conducted a close textual analysis of the political theories of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes
and have compared both to the theories of Publius in “The Federalist”. My findings have led me to question
the traditional view of Lock’s high stature as a political theorist and, consequently, the extent of his influ-
ence on the genesis of American political philosophy. Although most commentators consider Locke the cham-
pion and Hobbes the foe of democracy, I believe the birthrights in American heritage are Hobbesian, not
Lockean. I have arrived at this conclusion only after a close study of what each considered to be good gov-
ernment. I examined the answers of each to such fundamental questions of political theory as what are
man’s true rights or his best way of life? And what is the right ordering of civil society necessary to attain
that life. I have measured the answers of Locke, Hobbes, and Publius against the following standard : the
right ordering of society seeks to eliminate instability caused by man’s nature while at the same time pre-
serving the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
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