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This study was attempted to explore the emotional image of “time” in healthy students and patients
suffering various types of disease. Image of time was measured by the Semantic Differential Method. A
questionnaire consisted of 20 adjective scales was conducted on 421 patients with various types of disease such
as neuromuscular, respiratory, circulatory, neurotic and psychosomatic disease and 437 healthy students
(college and senior highschool students) as a control group. Healthy group was devided into 4 subgroups :
male and female college students, and male and female senior highschool students. Patient group was also
devided into 5 subgroups according to the type of disease.

Results were as follows : (1) As a result of factor analysis based on the healthy group’s data, 4 factors were
extracted. These were named as 1) evaluation, 2) mood, 3) time perspective and 4 ) certainty, respectively.
These were similar to those extracted in our previous study. And these factors were classified by two
components as a result of principal analysis based on the factor scores. These components were impatient
emotion experienced in living with so little time and clocklike exactitude associated with time concept. (2)
Image profiles based on the mean score of each adjective scale in college students had little difference from
those in senior highschool students. This finding seemed to reflect that the image of time was already formed
in prior to their senior highschool days. (3) Time image showed generally short, quick, scarce, cold, continuous,
eternal, large, abstract and certain in healthy group. (4) Image profile of time in healthy proup was similar
in comparison with it in patient group. However, rating scores in healthy group showed inclination to the less,
more continuous and more abstract tendencies in comparing with those in patients. These tendencies seemed
to reflect that time was felt more necessary to play an active part in daily life for healthy group. (5) Image
profiles showed little difference among each of subgroups in patients. However, rating scores in serious
patients suffering Duchenne type progressive muscular dystrophy showed generally neutral for almost all
scales. These tendencies seemed to be apathetic attitude to adjust their hopeless situation as we have already
pointed out in previous study.
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