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Industrialization and Workers in Postwar Japan
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Japan has developed into an advanced industrial society in the field of technology, information, consump-
tion and internationalization for 40 years after the war. Japanese style labor management and labor union

have made a contribution towards it.

Industrialization has had a great influence on workers. (1) Factory and office automations began to cause
them technostress and technological unemployment. Some strong measures such as humanization of machines
should be taken against the situation. (2) A wage level of Japanese workers has reached almost the same level
with that of western workers. They can afford to enjoy a middle class life except housing. (3) The working
hours of Japanese workers are much longer than those in western countries, therefore it is necessary to realize

the shortening of working hours urgently.
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