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George Mace says in his work Locke, Hobbes, and the Federalist Papers—an Essay on the Genesis of the
American Political Heritage that, ‘In so far as our political heritage may be termed Lockean or Hobbesian, we
are certainly more Hobbesian than Lockean. Our political system is not characterized by Locke’s unchecked
majority rule. Moreover, if the majority is checked it is by the prerogative of a monarch. Such a check
constitutes a “will independent of society”, which is not part of our heritage. Nor are the ends of our society
restricted to the protection of life, liberty, and estate. Locke’s “property” is too narrow a category, being only
part of a larger, more inclusive end, happiness. And happiness is the end of Hobbes’s thought’.

The aim of this paper is to portray Hobbes as the primary basis of the American political heritage and
Publius as the genesis of that heritage according to Mace’s insistence.
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