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The names of three English thinkers stand out before all others in the seventeenth century-Bacon, Hobbes,
and Locke. Bacon died in 1626 ; Locke did not come forward with his ‘Essay’ till 1690. Nearly the whole
interval is spanned by the activity of Hobbes. Approaching his fortieth year when Bacon died, he was then just
embarking on his philosophical career. He was still at work more than fifty years later, and his writings had
not all appeared until 1688, well after his death in 1679. Nor did he cease to influence men’s thoughts long after

Locke had given them a new direction.

The aim of this paper is to seek some understanding of the full range of HobLes’'manifold and prolonged
activity as a thinker in relation to the circumstances in which he lived and moved.
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