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An Experimental Study on the Psychological Time (6)
—Time Estimation by Using a Light Spot Moving along Circular Course—
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This study was conducted to investigate the time estimation by using a small light spot moving
along circular course of thirty centimeters in diameter. The spot was illuminated the moment it began
to move clockwise, and it was put off on the way to goal. Subjects estimated the time which it took
for the spot to arrive at goal from vanishing position.

In experiment I, the experimental variables of speed and moved angle of light spot were
examined. In experiment II, the time estimated after the task-performance which was imposed during
the presentation of moving light spot was examined in variety of speed. The task was to reproduce
in the reverse order of numbers given orally by experimenter.

Main results were as follows: (1) The tendency of estimated time was observed to be longer as the
angle of moving light spot increased. (2)Estimated time was also recognized to be longer as the
moving spot increased in its speed. (3)It showed to be shorter as the imposed task increased in its
difficulty. (4) However, it showed little difference in varying speed of moving spot. These findings were

considered in reference to the equation, velocity=distance / time.
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