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The concept of the economic base only symbolizes an approach to the description and analysis of
urban economy. Applying the concept to a particular community or problem situation, we must devise

newly the analytical tools that embodied it.

This paper examines the technical aspects of the economic base concept, and reviews the base
areas and the measurement units that have been employed or in some cases only suggested. Then we
propose that we should use the commuting area of a central city as a base area and the employed
persons as a unit of measure in Japan, though they are the second best.
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