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In Leviathan, Part II, Of Commonwealth, Chapter XXI, Of the Liberty of Subjects, Hobbes insists
that liberty of the subject consistent with the unlimited power of the sovereign. “The liberty of a sub-
ject, lieth therefore only in those things, which in regulating their actions, the sovereign hath praeter-
mitted; such as is the liberty to buy, and sell, and otherwise contract with one another; to choose their
own abode, their own diet,their own trade of life, and institute their children as they themselves think
fit; and the like. Nevertheless we are not to understand, that by such liberty, the sovereign power of
life and death, is either abolished, or limited. For it has been already shown, that nothing the
sovereign representative can do to a subject, on what pretence soever, can properly be called injustice,
or injury; because every subject is author of every act the sovereign doth; so that he never wanteth
right to anything, otherwise, than as he himself is the subject of God, and bound thereby to observe the
laws of nature. And therefore it may, and doth often happen in commonwealths, that a subject may be
put to death, by the command of the sovereign power; and yet neither do the other wrong.”

The aim of this paper is to consider whether Hobbes succeeds or not in trying to make liberty of
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the subject compatible with the unlimited power of the sovereign.
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