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Following the previous paper on Susan Sontag’s social criticism, taken up here are her novels
and essays on writing itself. The main purpose is to delve into her aesthetical topology of writing in
the modern world and specially how she applied it in her own novels.

Either in criticisms or fictions, she has always attempted to grasp the real world according to
her sensibilities, avoiding classification, seeming logicalness, ideology and dogmatism. Sometimes
such an attitude demands the destruction of traditional themes, ways, or even jenres of writing; which
ipso facto functions as vitriolic criticism and as a striking parody of the present society. Her first
novel, The Benefactor, evokes this kind of controversial point. See how she treats dreams in this
novel. Her essays on Roland Barthes and Walter Benjamin somewhat explain why she continues to
consider this problem. Although Benjamin and Barthes were intellectually different with different
temperaments in different ages, they had similar characteristicc —— a perennial interest in things
and phenomena. And just as sheilluminates them in this light, Sontag herself seems to be a passionate
and incisive watcher standing at the crossroads of all things and discourses.

She is an advocate who urges “revolution of feeling and seeing” as does her character, Hippolyte,
in The Benefactor. This revolution seems to assume a new style of expression which is attained by
amalgamating writing and photography. The snapshot-like ending of The Benefactor could be taken
as an example. [, ef cefera, a collection of her short stories, also consists of various experiments where
she tries to express the present world as it is according to her sensibilites.
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