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This investigation was designed to examine the time perspective in patients under incrurable
condition suffering Duchenne type progressive muscular dystrophy (DMD), as continued from our
previous study. Five durations of standard time (ST) of 1, 2, 4, 8 and 16sec were estimated in the
method of production by making a light. DMD-group included 80 male patients classified into four
sub-groups of 5(mean age of 15 years old), 6(16 years old), 7(17 years old) and 8(18 years old) accor-
ding to the progressive stage of disease. The other side, healthy group was 165 male students of 10
to 18 years old. They were classified into nine sub-groups according to age. Produced time (PT)-
variations as a function of ST-durations were compared with one another in stage or age for each sub-
group. Furthermore, PT-estimates in part of DMD-group were examined in relation to the unsta-
ble and impatient trends in emotionality, and to the nervous tendency about time-elapsing as shown
by questionnaire-response in previous study.

Main results were as follows: (1) PT-estimates in both groups were shorter than ST for almost
all ST-durations. PT-variations as a function of ST-durations obtained in DMD-group - had little
difference from those in healthy group. (2) PT-estimates in DMD-group showed to be longer as the
stage of disease advanced. This tendency was regarded as age-effect on reference to that in healthy
group, that is, the increasing of age occured with more advanced stages of muscular dystrophy. (3)
Coefficient of variation (CV) with four trials for each ST was also examined in order to explore the
consistency of estimation. CVs in DMD-group were higher than those in healthy group. This finding
seemed to indicate the deterioration in functioning of upper limbs in DMD-group. (4) CVs among
subjects were also high. High CVs among DMD-patients revealed the individual difference of deter-
ioration in more advanced stages. (5) PT-estimates were scrutinized concerning self-rating for three
items related to the emotional tendencies of unstableness and impatience, and to the nervousness
about time-elapsing as adapted from previous study. It was suggested that PT-estimates corresponded
to the self-rating scores for above mentioned times, that is, PT-estimates tended to be shorter as the
tendencies progressed.
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