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There have been few comparative studies of the spatial structure or regional structure
within metropolitan areas throughout Japan because of the absence of their statistical data.
Studying metropolitan areas in Japan, we are forced to spend much of our energies on both
the delimitation of metropolitan areas and the collection of their data.

This paper reviews the viewpoints and characteristics that have been used in the delimi-

tation of metropolitan areas, and presents a new method by which we can judge a city to be
a central city in a2 metropolitan area and integrate its peripheral areas with the data we can

obtain throughout Japan.
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Table 1 Population and employed persons for metropolitan areas in 1970

Central city

Metropolitan area

Name Population Population Employed Percentage of
(thousands) (thousands) persons persons working
(thousands) within area
Tokyo 8,841 21,474 10, 526 99. 2
Osaka 2,980 9,748 4,686 97.5
Nagoya 2,036 3,815 1, 946 97.9
Kyoto 1,419 2,101 1,041 93.5
Kobe 1, 289 1,767 835 90. 6
Fukuoka 853 1,290 605 97.5
Sapporo 1,010 1,113 522 99.1
Kitakyushu 1,042 1,354 602 97.8
Hiroshima - 542 988 505 98.2
Sendai 545 1,016 486 98.7
Kumamoto 440 653 306 98.2
Okayama 375 575 305 95.5
Niigata 384 591 302 97.2
Shizuoka 416 840 429 98.2
Kanazawa 361 505 264 98.3
Kagoshima 403 503 229 98.9
Nagasaki 421 492 212 98.7
Gifu 386 586 314 90. 8
Hamamatsu 432 778 424 98.0
Takamatsu 274 427 227 97.8
Himeji 408 699 333 94.9
Wakayama 365 494 246 95. 6
Matsuyama 323 438 210 9.1
Nagano 285 429 234 97.5
Toyama 269 430 234 97.3
Utsunomiya 301 416 214 95.0

Each of central cities has more than 45,200 office workers and less than 100 employed

persons working outside the city per 1,000

inhabitants.

Source: Calculated from the 1970 Population Census of Japan.
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