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The Poetical Realm of G.M. Hopkins (1)

——The Opulence of Perception—

Michio Usam

Department of Fereign Languages
(Received September 11, 1976)

In this paper, the author argues for G.M. Hopkins' opulent perception as one of the essen-
tials that build up his realm of poetry. Giving examples from his poems, the keeness, fineness
and rightness of Hopkins’' senses are examined on the basis that in human sensory response
there is the origin of man’s existence. The author insists that all the poet’'s thoughts metaphy-
sical, religious and artistic are rooted in the unrivalled excellence of his perception.
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Plum-purple was the west; but spikes of light
Spear’d open lustrous gashes, crimson-white;
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Now all things rosy turn’d: the west had grown
To an orb’d rose, which, by hot pantings blown
Apart, betwixt ten thousand petall’d lips

By interchange gasp’d splendour and eclipse.
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[I] kissed my hand to the dappled-with-damson
west:
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Earnest, earthless, equal, attunalbe, vaulty, volumi-
nous, . .. stupendous

Evening strains to be time's vast, womb-of-all,
home-of-all, hearse-of-all night.

Her fond yellow hornlight wound to the west, her
wild hollow hoarlight hung to the height

Waste;
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Glory be to God for dappled things—

For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;

Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches wings;

Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and

plough;

And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.
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------ , and thrush
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring
The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing;
FTZLToRADEL, ZEFETHRIDLEQTT,
HMLDODERRBE, Kb, ZOHFELXHMLESHT
MEVTITICND X 51,0

‘rinse and wring” X% PE 5 X T, OSHOBEED
FMh2RUEH0HTH, 2EOHBLEDORY
BLULIPBEELZHRT 2, BOIXTHIIATEV XD
Befil, CHRIVGCENYN:, BELIMELLOM
DIRBE B EDRD, EOFUL IEFAL “strikes
like lightnings” 33525, B 5 EFhITHEN
BRECEXDBRELRAL TH B, = OWMITTH o
BVviblicain, [ai] of#EE [t], [k], [1] oM
BOESTFHEN, EROBELEXOEL I ELBE
KEWRTV3, ZOY %y M2 11T “Nothing is so
beautiful as Spring —" M E H, *+27F 1 vV TILE,
DH, BOK, FR, PNEEOE¥OXLERYADT
T EFD, 2SARDI LT AMRELEICH RSB X
STMHUORETHARDOERA LT, Vol kDX 5kd
DTHH 5D

As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame;
As tumbled over rim in roundy wells

Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each

hung bell’s

Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name;

Each mortal thing does one thing and the same:
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The shepherd’s brow, fronting forked lightning, owns
The horror and the havoc and the glory

Of it.
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How a lush-kept plush-capped sloe

Will mouthed to flesh-burst,
Gush! — flush the man, the being with it, sour or

sweet,

Brim, in a flash, full!
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1 am gall, I am heartburn. God’s most deep decree



Bitter would have me taste: my taste was me;
Selfyeast of spirit a dull dough sours.
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Thou knowest the walls, altar and hour and night:

The swoon of a heart that the sweep and the hurl
of thee trod

Hard down with a horror of height:

And the midriff astrain with leaning of, laced with
fire of stress.
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Elected Silence, sing to me

And beat upon my whorléd ear,
Pipe me to pastures still and be
The music that 1 care to hear.
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Palate, the hutch of tasty lust,

Desire not to be rinsed with wine:
The can must be so sweet, the crust
So fresh that come in fasts divine !
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Nostrils, your careless breath that spend

Upon the stir and keep of pride,

What relish shall the censers send
Along the sanctuary side!

Tal, S TEERLTCHALENELTSHD
X, BOBFREREBOSIDVIC, WHlEhb IVWED
BREDI
O feel-of-primrose hands, O feet

That want the yield of plushy sward,
But you shall walk the golden street
And you unhouse and house the Lord.
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