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Thomas Hobbes: His Concept of Law and Right
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Hobbes says in his work Leviathan, “though they that speak of subject (lex
nataralis), use to confound jus, and lex, right and laew: yet they ought to be
distinguished; because RIGHT, consisteth in liberty to do, or to forbear; whereas
LLAW, determineth, and bindeth to one of them: so that law, and right, differ as
much, as obligation, and liberty; which in one and the same mattre are inconsis-
tent. ” This leads to distinguish between lex naturalis and jus naturele. The aim

of this paper is to consider their antagonistic relation.
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