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A Short Paper on W. Cowper
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(Received September 9, 1968)

In the present age, W. Cowper’s poetical works are always read in the abridged
form, from the point of view that the poet is a Nature-poet who stands between the
Classicism and the Romanticism in the history of English literature. What his poems,
however, really meant in the eighteenth century in England was quite different from
what they do in the modern times. Cowper’s love for Nature, for example, was sometimes
his ethical expression of that Evangelicalism which represented, in the field of religion,
the new tendency caused by the vast change throughout the whole society in those days.
In this sense, Cowper’s rejoice of rural scenes, affection for feeble creatures, or sympathy
toward rustic people, on the one hand, and his dislike for urban life, hatred to ruling
class, or censure upon slave trade, on another hand, all these are the branches from the
same stem. And the stem is deeply rooted by the poet’s idea concerning God, Universe,
and Man, in which, compared with J.Thomson’s, the change of philosophical, religious,
and moral outlook within the eighteenth century can be clearly seen. Cowper’s poetry
has its own meaning that has nothing to do with the modern version of his poems, and
it gives us an information of the actual state of things as they stood in the human
history at the time the poet wrote his poems.
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Now stir the fire, and close the shutters fast,
Let fall the curtains, wheel the sofa round,
And, while the bubbling and loud-hissing urn
Throws up a steamy Column, and the cups,

1. W.Hazlitt, Lectures on the English Poets (London, 1818~9), “With all his boasted simplicity and
love of the country, Cowper seldom launches out into general descriptions of nature: he looks at her
over his clipped hedges, and from his well-swept garden walks; --- He shakes hands with nature, with
a pair of fashionable gloves on,--- as a fine gentleman hands out a lady out to dance a minuet.”

2. J.C.Bailey, The Introduction of The Poems of William Cowper (London, 1905), “Cowper is often
narrow, commonplace, dull, it is said. We fully admit it. He allows himself too often to preach, and
his sermons are antiquated, unoriginal, and extremely long. We shall make no attempt to deny it.”

3. Cowper’s letter to Mr Unwin (1784), “I can write nothing without aiming at least at usefulness:--
to contemplate the world, its follies, its vices, its indifference to duty and its strenuous attachment to
what is evil, and not to reprehend, were to approve it.”



38 Bulletin of Nagoya Institute of Technology Vol. 20 (1968)

That cheer but inebriate, wait on each,
So let us welcome peaceful ev’ning in.

(The Task, Book I, lines 36~41)
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Not such his ev’ning, who with shining face
Sweats in the crowded theatre, and, squeez’d

And bor’d with elbow-points through both his sides,
Out-scolds the ranting actor on the stage:

Nor his, who patient stands till his feet throb,
And his head thumps, to feed upon the breath

Of patriots, bursting with heroic rage,

Or placemen, all tranqullity and smiles.

(The Task, Book K, lines 42~49)
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1. The Task, Book I, lines 1~15
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2. D.Cecil, The Stricken Deer—The Life of Cowper (London, 1929), “Cowper paints with simple
pathos and gentle humour the homely life of country gentlemen in the late eighteenth and early

nineteenth centuries.”

3. R.Huang, William Cowper—Nature Poet (London, 1956), *---this particular descriptive power
illustrates the good-natured and gentle-humoured attitude of the poet towards life.”

4. KM EEE FEERBERORA]  (Fm, Wm3sE)

5. G.Thomas, William Cowper and the Eighteenth Century (London, 1936), “Cowper would have
been alarmed at the thought that his sugar would continue to be rellished, while his physic would be

neglected.”
6. 1 G.Smith: Cowper, 1880, MacMillan
T. Fisher Unwin

2 T.Wright:
3 H.Fausset: William Cowper, 1928, Cape

The Life of William Cowper, 1892,
4 G. Thomas: William Cowper

and the Eighteenth Century, 1935, Ivor Nicholson & Watson
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2. W.Cowper, Memoir of the Early Life of William Cowper (1816), “Day and night I was upon
the rack, lying down in horror, and rising up in despair.” “There never was so abandoned a wretch;

so great a sinner.”

3. G.Thomas, William Cowper and the Eighteenth Century, “Cowper’s recent biographers not only
select for quotation Cowper’s gloomier utterances, but take him, even in his darker moods, too much

at his own word.
terminology.”

They make insufficient allowance for his merely habitual use of Calvinistic

4. ibid., “Evangelicalism had two opposing camps, and it was this conflict which found reflection in

Cowper himself,

One element intensified his morbidity.

The other element, even while his mind

disowned allegiance to it, warmed and englared his heart.” “Cowper combined in himself two
characteristics which in eighteenth-century society were sharply divided.”
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Warm’d, while it lasts, by labour, all day long

They brave the season, and yet find at eve,

111 clad and fed but sparely, time to cool.

The frugal housewife tembles when she lights

Her scanty stock of brush-wood, blazing clear,

But dying soon, like all terrestrial joys.

The few small embers left she nurses well;

And, while her infant race, with outspread hands

And crowded knees, sit cow’ring o’er the sparks,

Retires, content to quake, so they be warm’d.
(The Task, Book K, lines 377~86)

(—HWH, TEXIRVIFBTHEREED, Zith
B35, LML, FHEhhE DDk, BRS
HDHLZLL, HORRR 5 TKD. 2F LWER,
HR5DHNWLT, ERObTIRELE < X5 M, Fh
1, ZOHOEVCLRUAES 82T, T KIR
o EBIPLLOEY KE, HESELDBIE, THi
D% L o2, KA TED, FibhY, Fhi
{BRITLo Lo SV BATEE 5 DT,)

HErHELUCHEYBEELEHAGEL), 50,

BENORBEIH L Z LEHFWCREEOEELYH I FEA
(GE2)72%, HADEFEOHRT, BECHE > TRARER
THDOELDHEREL I, DX RLDTHoehb,
DA, BARPRRAOFLIX, BFRCRTHEEN
BEE LR -, b o LEENRUABNLRERTO
FHEELALTE, &5 TWHEERONE WD TS
BEND

—F, BLWERTHEWEKRT,, 7 -~—D—4&¢
BECHE N CW: EEEHREEESZ, BT
X, HFELOHREYZ L LTI -ROBAMRE BLOF
nh, FBEE, TRERNOSEERECHELT, —BERD
FEBYRETEWHIEBTH 5 72GES ), 20D, O
HCHRTBARIEL VI ET, FRITAROTSHHER
LW EEHAREIEDDEDDHbIE 5 s, Ba
CHENBNEHL, EXRBEOEAbND X 5CRD
DOh 5k SNDUFED—FAKLI NI DL, F0
EEOH D L5k, HRKOBEMLDOE ETEREINA
i, REDHEMOBEBEERERAVL S CBbB,
EHEHEROBXN, ZORRICS - & LEENATE
TERAINZAY TR M EBORBEDOCL VL HT A
P74 =V EFRNBH, ZOADRKCE I NLD BN
BRAOFHRICRZ D [HBOHFL, &5 TWRITA
NHBZEDTERWSEDTT, TRTO M % H—ic
L, 550504 ELE5L B 5 KT, £2ic
¥, BECAWT BB EBAIBEC LA L TWE
T bieLEd A, HlbxidnwEbs, bohir~g
R ERUERBWOEFE R EEFEINDDIX, &
BEERZ LT GE4) 0k 5 RS, 2004/
— BRI ERLEADH Y ARRLTWS T
b2/

Fi, AV IXREHOWHICS - TE, FO3%T
[HADRNEF T, BROFE, MEMMCL 5T,
BERELLOBESEBLT] Toh, LIEULETHLD
DlebDB N2, &YIDFE, &/, 8, ZobXF
TEORENBELIIEEL] GES)EELLATY
Bo REDEBECHFZLDHE WS Z LD, BERAEE T2

1. 7 ~7%—Zi%, “God made the country, and man made the town.,” 3 \~5 FRZERFTHED D,

2. R.Huang, William Cowper—Nature Poet, “Cowper’s well-known skill at describing interior scenes
for which he has won the title of the ‘poet of domestic happiness’ should not be left unmentined.”

3. VXU~ eRTF4~Vy, AR T8I HHFLHE] (Biett, MM, [EhEEH—
IROEFHOEF LMK R b DO TR, BELBEHEN LD THolte V2~ AV —iE, TOEREBHYARD
bDEEZTWELD, BRED T ThiE, FRIIERARDELR T -DTH D]

4. G.Thomas, William Cowper and the Eighteenth Century, “Their doctrines are most repulsive,
strongly tinctured with Impertinence and Disrespect toward their Superiors, in perpetually endeavouring
to level all Ranks, and do away with all Distinctions. It is monstrous to be told that you have a heart
as sinful as the Common Wretches that crawl the Earth.”

5. ibid., “-.-its early preaching—conducted, of all unprecedented places, in the open air, by itinerant
clergymen poaching on the preserves of the incumbents—often produced shriekings, faintings, fits, and
other convulsive symptoms among the listners.”
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Thither (to cities] flow,
As to a common and most noisome sew'r,
The dregs and feculence of ev’ry land.
(The Task, Book I, lines 82~4)
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Man, immured in cities, still retains
His inborn inextinguishable thirst
Of rural scenes.

(The Task, Book [y, lines 766~8)
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I have lov’d the rural walk through lanes
Of grassy swarth, close cropt by nibbling sheep,
(The Task, Book I, lines 109~10)
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If I survive thee I will dig thy grave;
And, when I place thee in it, sighing, say,
I knew at least one hare that had a friend.
(The Tast, Book W, lines 349~51)

(oleL, BEXIVEEZ LD, biclikk ¥
ZDHEEESD. FLT, BELHEDBHELE, 1D E
EOWT, DEDDRER KB IENR, PLLdb—
MG\ 7z EFURES D o)

DEHIR, 7-R-DRCLSHADRDBAIVEZ LD
Teb~DEHEXELT,

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin
Not colour’d like his own; and, having pow’r
T’enforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey.

(The Task, Book I, lines 13~5)
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1. ibid.,, "--- by a happy accident Cowper and Constable, who broke through the traditionally formal
treatment of Nature in poetry and art, both lived by placid lowland streams.”

2. idid., “---

when we gaze at a landscape of Constable, who cheered his later years by reading Cowper,

it is difficult to realise that by painting Dedlham Vale in its natural colours the artist did something
so unprecedented that many of the sanest of his contemporaries thought him mad.”

3. MERZ, [FOKCFEE, 18I, w~r—2] (Figek, BF364E)
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Thou polished and high-finished foe to truth,
Gray beard corrupter of our listening youth;
(The Progress of Error, lines 451~2)
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Thou fountain, at which drink the good and wise,
Thou ever-bubbling spring of endless lies.
(The Progress of Error, lines 467~8)
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a slave
To his own pleasures and his patron’s pride:
From such apostles, oh, ye mitred heads,
Preserve the church! and lay not careless hands
On skulls that cannot teach, and will not learn.
(The Task, Book I, lines 390~4)
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1. M. <> (1726~90) %,

7= - DREREH D, BIIREEEEET, HANRIIOES (1763~5)

MBEET B 5T, FORLINHNCT 5o FOHET —/8—1%, YXYEBLTE  OEFIROA & &5
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9. J.=o~—1v (17255~1807) %, #+v=—OKET, 7/ —%ZOMCEE, 134M% L bICE LA, #
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3. N.Nicholson, William Cowper (London, 1951), “For Cowper, the movement should be regarded not

so much an influence as an environment.”

4. G.Thomas, William Cowper and the Eighteenth Century, “As a theology it is, if you grant its

hypothesis, logical in the extreme.”

5. ibid., “Calvinism was a system based on logic, and, incredible as it may seem to-day, it attracted

many intellectuals on that score.”

6. ibid., “The idea that salvation, coming by a momentary act of divine grace, was something wholly
or relatively independent of conduct, Wesley could not tolerate.”
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OBBYTHCEWTE, LELET VI =y ZEEA
DB MERER L7,

All has its date below; the fatal hour
was registered in heaven ere time began.

(The Task, Book YV, lines 529~30)

G ER T, TRTHRTFEEBRL LD, Hi,
Fogdlh, RERCTEDAND,)

DEH IAINT 4 YEBNTERE,

One act, that from a thankful heart proceeds,
Excels ten thousand mercenary deeds.
(Truth, lines 223~4)

(BHHOOIBENRDOLEODOITHIE, BEH D BT
D, —HOLBCED,)

DL 5 HENEEREXERT S 7V =Y 2R0H
LDWEFIE, HAEKRT, ZORROEFEHHEEED
BEORIT HEWEREINDEKEL, FHLWEARADOR
FOEMEARLILDEETHZLNTED, 7~
~HEROWMC Lt & X, R E F & o LT, Fids
LHORZEEEMEDN, TRREDLTWIDIZEES
LEETHLNAEEWI LD THoEWINBGEED),
Fokk, [20AD5 B0 LY 2FEEN, BYDOI9AR
RETOBNDIGEE2) EWHIBRBARINVY 4 v EHTE
HRONEOENFLIIMBN, Z 2 h, Z DERDREHD
HERCE; o T BB, 0 d Tk, £5CT
W TERADTHD I R I AND ENTE D,
188 LT, KFICEFDLBY PMCHD LIZHhE
RBERADOKE REE, THhEHEREEO—RYy
Ho TWETFEBREROB X ORI 32, HFOHRE
AR HETHEINA—IRE, BHaADOREHOHELE
BT HEFHAR—TREWI ML H b Lz, O
DOHEF Lo oWRcIt, Fic, X EENR, Mo
X H——WE MG TH Y, #E BRI 5 BER
ChHHNEN) HBENDBE—DELL WD Z 2055

D I-o

From dearth to plenty, and from death to life,
Is Nature’s progress when she lectures man
In heav’nly truth; evincing, as she makes
The grand transition, that there lives and works
A soul in all things, and that soul is God.
(The Task, Book Y, lines 181~5)

(ZLEMDLENIA, EALDENE, BRILES,
ANCHEREREYE L B AENELERERAD, B
Rk, TRTCoR, ThensingE, @z, Ths
MThBZEETRT)

WS —fik, J.baY o [REHR] o RL 5
Mysterious round! what skill, what force divine,
Deep-felt in these appear! a simple train,

Yet so delightful mixed, with such kind art,
Such beauty and beneficence combined,

Shade unperceived so softening into shade,

And all so forming an harmonious whole

That, as they still succeed, they ravish still.
(Hymn, lines 21~6)

(R BB A RHIOPER Lo TIITMOIB &2
bAM, EEEXELRL D, Bflih—&E O BT o
b, BAWERINELZFZECHEY, HMIrhELER
T, TARTEEM R TR EY BB,

DI e—fiE B L THB L E, FOMBRIZEDOTN
BiEoXD LTS B, FLAYDFHCH - T, HRA
W, @RS TS NI EK R — & OER D
BEEEL, MEENEE THEITSETHEL00H
HoxHEI, CNELWLT, 7 —/—DFH T H-T
i, BRI, M2 TERERTLIEHOLIRbDEL
TEz b, FLEREERT S M4 OFEDO BT,
VEDTDE-TWBI LT D, FEH R & D BER
2, —HRBEH THBDIIZWLT, fHRENT
HBHENIZELTEL S,

b a Ry o [REHR] 17304 iR XN, 7 — /35— D
PHEED W X17854E I MR Ntz in b, 18HE DR A
S0E2 AT 5 5 bic, Mk HRRIZWT &L W5
BT, AHbOLWIERARERBIN B2 LTk

1. J.C.Bailey, The Introduction of The Poems of William Cowper, *

- the central hallucination

which afflicted Cowper for the rest of his life was a persuasion that he had received the Divine
command to destroy himself, and was excluded from mercy for his disobedience,”

2. G.Thomas, William Cowper and the Eighteenth Century, “One in twenty of mankind is elected;
nineteen in twenty are reprobated. The elect shall be saved, do what they will, the reprobate shall be

damned, do what they can.

That is genuine Calvinism.”
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Fast falls a fleecy show’r: the downy flakes,
Descending, and with never-ceasing lapse,
Softly alighting upon all below,

Assimilate all objects. Earth receives

Gladly the thick’ning mantle; and the green
And tender blade, that fear’d the chilling blast,
Escape unhurt beneath so warm a veil.

(The Task, Book I, lines 326~32)

(FHWsbsblLizddh, Uo2DaLEELTL
%o bicEBOMMIL, BDOD, xR, TROT
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Thro’ the hush’d Air the whitening Shower
descends,

At first thin-wavering; till at last the Flakes

Fall broad, and wide, and fast, dimming the Day,

With a continual Flow. The cherish’d Fields

Put on their Winter-Robe, of purest White.

‘Tis Brightness all; save where the new Snow
melts
Along the mazy Current.
(The Seasoms, Book [, lines 230~6)

(B REDOHFE, BWbOR—HITEE > T %,
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D, PAAVORSBEYN, nr FroB R b
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1. Cowper’s letter to Rev. Newton (1784),

I shall not incur the disadvantage of a comparison with my betters.

So is Thomson’s.”

“Having imitated no man, I may reasonably hope that

Milton’s manner was peculiar.

Cowper’s letter to Mr Unwin (1781), “Imitation, even of the best models, is my aversion; it is
servile and mechanical, a trick that has enabled many to usurp the name of author,-:-”
9. J.C.Bailey, The Introduction of The Poems of William Cowper, “Thomson is almost entirely

without Cowper’s note of direct sincerity, of personal feeling.
descriptions borrowed from works of travel or science, :-- in the established rhetorical manner.

He will take us through a catalogue of
Cowper,

on the other hand, needs no books, for he never leaves the field of his own experience.”
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Pity religion has so seldom found
A skillful guide into poetic ground!
(Table Talk, lines 716~7)
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4. J.C.Bailey, The Introduction of The Poems of William Cowper, “He was read abroad as well as

at home, having sixty readers at Hague alone,”



