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The early liberalists such as Paine maintained the idea of minimal states. With the
development of democracy in the 20th century, however, the later liberalists began to
think the states were embodying the will of people, and they have gradually lost their
watchful eyes on the states. Today liberalists hope the states use their unparalleled
powers in order to guarantee not only political liberty but also social and economical
liberties; they accept the almighty authority of welfare states!! That is,the early
liberalists’ idea of minimal states has been transformed into the idea of welfare states,
which is the natural consequence both of the deepening of mass democracy and of the
The liberalists were not conscious of the historical process that
while mass democracy

decline of liberalism.
democracy was consuming some presuppositions of liberalism,
became prevailing. But the conservatives such as Burke foreseed that equalitarianism
which is an inherent moment of modern democracy leads logically to the denial of liberty.
That’s why we, who live in the age of mass democracy, have to think over the true
meaning of liberty. We could see two heterogeneous views of liberty; One is described
as rationalistic French “Liberty in singular ”, the other as empirical English “liberties in
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plural”.
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