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This paper aims to analyze “kawachi’i,” which was one of the
Japanese buzzwords in 2023. Since buzzwords are used mainly by
young people, they are considered deviant or disordered words.
However, when looking at the long history of linguistic changes, the
wrong way of saying something by one generation can trigger
subsequent language changes. Buzzwords can be a turning point in
language change. Thus, considering how buzzwords and short-term
transitions are created and changed is as meaningful as studying
long-term transitions in diachronic linguistic research. This paper
concludes that “kawachi’i” is a highly novel linguistic phenomenon
created through complex steps and proposes how it was formed.

Furthermore, I discuss how the words may influence the derivation

of languages in the future.
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