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INTRODUCTION TO NORINAGA’S DOCTRINE OF LITERATURE
—HIS STATURE AS CRITIC—

Takashi IWATA

It is a well-known fact that since Tokugawa period Motoori Norinaga (1730—1801) has
been looked upon as a supreme authority on the study of classical literary works in Japan, It
is needless to say, moreover, that his treatise on that semuse of pathos (mononoaware) which
is regarded as the shaping spirit of his literature is an epoch-making achievement in the
history of Japan’s critical literature.

The idea contained in his doctrine, however, has not been fully revealed, though a
number of scholars are endeavouring to approach to the core of his thought from their own
points of view, One of the reasons for their difficulties to find his true thought is, in my
mind, that they have not yet touched what lurks in his literary background,

As it is, I cannot but deal with the way he established his glorious accomplishment in
Japan’s literature and, in my small essay, for the purpose of grasping what Norinaga truly
meant, I concentrate my attention on his stature as an eminent critic, expecting my study to
be a stepping stone to the actual appreciation of his literature, I intend to trace as positi-
vely as possible his literary career to his Synopsis of Murasaki Shikibw's Genji Mcnogatari (Shi-
bun Yoryo). I aim at bringing to light the relations of his life to his literary theories,

I shall be overjoyed, should this essay prove instructive and inspiring for those who
are concerned with the greatest thought of Norinaga’s, This is why I present you a piece

of my work entitled “Introduction”.
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