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A Short Paper on W. Collins
Michio USAMI

In this paper W. Collins’ main works - “Persian Eclogues”, “Odes” and “Ode on the Popular
Superstitions of the Highlands of Scotland” - are examined chiefly from a sociological point of view.
Essence of the discussions can be summarized as next : (1) though these works fundamentally belong
to the later classicism, yet their several aspects of motif and technique, for instance,
inclination toward the exhotic, rural, old, naive, imaginative and emotional, are a sign of new
tendency which can be seen in the history of English literature at the middle of 18th century, (2)
the new tendency in Collins corresponds with the social change presenting itself at about 1740, in
the history of Britain, that is, for example, the advance of Agricultural Revolution, the end of Age
of Walpole and the foundation of Methodist Movement, (3) in the latter half of the century, one of
the results of such social transition is Romantic Movement in the field of literature, and Collins’

work should be highly evaluated as a milestone showing this historical development.
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(7)  “I received them (these eclogues) at the Hands of a Merchant, who had made it his Business
to enrich himself with the Learning, as well as the Silks and Carpets of the Persians. The little

Information I could gather concerning their Author, was, that his Name was Mahamed, and that

he was a Native of Tauris.”

(8) “Each Nation hath a Peculiarity in all these, to distinguish it from the rest of the World,...

The Stile of my Country-men is as naturally Strong and Nervous, as that of an Arabian or Persian

is rich and figurative.... Our Genius’s are as much too cold for the Entertainment of such

Sentiments, ...
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Snbjects” % “the first critical document of the romantic revival” EIEA T 5,

1) “The purpose of Joseph Warton’s Essay on the Genius and Writings of Pope was to distinguish
between Pope and ‘our only three sublime and pathetic poets, Spenser, Shakespeare and Milton’”
J. C. Grierson: “A Critical History of English Poetry” Chatto & Windus, London, 1950
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Thy (evening’s) dewy finger draw
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light,/And o’er the dark her silver

mantle threw.
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Next Anger rush’d; his Eyes on fire

In Lightenings own'd his secret Stings:
In one rude Clash he struck the Lyre,

And swept with hurried Hand the Strings.
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Last came Joy’s Ecstatic Trial,
He with viny Crown advancing,
First to the lively Pipe his Hand addrest,
But soon he saw the brisk awak’ning Viol,
Whose sweet entrancing Voice he
lov’d the best.
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Then let me rove some wild and heathy Scene,
Or find some Ruin ‘midst its dreary Dells,
Whose Walls more awful nod

By thy religious Gleams,
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EHNTED, BPBITHBHEELIZETETH DD, £
DEFTDBEITELINT,

To thee (Mr. Home) thy copious subjects
ne'er shall fail;
Thou need’st but take the pencil to thy hand,
And paint what all believe who own thy

genial land.

(B3t (F—»rRK) D5 FHofMice &L
TERB, HEEELE ST, HIEDI X
HOUVLULED, 4b-TELTNRC &%,
iz 2L THhITEND)
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T =4 LEEND [BOEH B ] (swart tribes)
Thbh, FhRay bJ v FORLICED THEIEEHD
FEH B (gifted wizzard seer) TH D, boL b

Nor need’st thou blush, that such false
themes engage
Thy gentle mind, of fairer stores possest;
For not alone they touch the village breast,
But fill’'d in elder time th’ historic page.
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(19 D. Defoe {317264E “The Political History of Devil” 2% X, X5z “System of Magic” (1726), “Essay
on the Reality of Apparitions” (1727) &%\ FIZ LT 5,
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19 J. Butler ® “The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the Constitution and Course
of Nature” i3+ ) R M BHHDIDORT, VWHW2EHRMBEDEZIC/NOLT, BREAEDF ) 2 MO
Fit, HEE, R TOMTBRLOBEORFEUEBNEZEEHNODTH B,

@ D. Hume @ “Treatise of Human Nature” %, D% O _%E “Enquiry concerning Human Under-
"standing”, “Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals” & &2, By 7B XUN—7 L—DT

OFFETLEL, TREAELLILDDTH S,

@) “A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life” 0¥¥ William Law {2, HREMSHSYE, RIERT, FA4 vV
MBEROFBEH TH 5, WRETEEEHBICAXLERE Uiz, COFHRY 2 X Vv—UBICENEEBES.
AT, A*VF 4 XLOBFETORLOT, 18IHREEEIC, RE VT 2HRE, RAKELEFCRLL,

@ N—=vRI, [BEIK), [YeVFDE2A]%HDOHPT, Ray b7V FitEb2EE, ROV E, BE

KFDEM & LTRD LY, BHEEERLTH 2,

3 Taught by the father to his list’'ning son (III, 38)

@9 Or thither where beneath the show’ry west

The mighty kings of three fair realms are laid:

Once foes, perhaps, together now they rest. (IX, 166~9)

@9 But O! o’er all, forget not KILDA’s race,

On whose bleak rocks, which brave the wasting tides,

Fair Nature’s daughter, Virtue, yet abides. (X, 155~8)

e

All hail, ye scenes that o’er my soul prevail,

Ye spacious friths and lakes which, far away,

Are by smooth ANNAN fill’d, or past’ral TAY,

Or DON’s romantic springs, at distance, hail! (XIII, 204~7)



The time shall come when I, perhaps,
may tread

Your lowly glens, o’erhung with
spreading broom,

Or o’er your stretching heaths by fancy led:
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@ “..., ended the period of the dignified patronage of letters, and with it gradually came the

end of the witty literature addressed-to the town.” H, Grierson: ‘A Critical History of English

Poetry’ Chatto & Windus, London 1944,
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Tawney %% “The Rise of the Gentry” A RXDOPTHELLODTH 5,

@) ‘The scepticism about exiting society engendered by the revolutionary ferment impels the more

imaginative minds into a new communion with nature’ G. Hough: “The Romantic Poe's”

Hutchinson & Co., London, 1957

69 ‘Almost everything that is good in Collins belongs to the man; almost everything that is not
good belongs to the time.” G, Saintsbury: “Cambridge History of English Literature Vol. X”



