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A SHORT PAPER ON ROWLEY POEMS BY T. CHATTERTON
STUDY OFSOCIAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ENGLISH PRE-ROMANTICS

Michio USAMI

‘Rowley Poems’ by T. Chatterton is one of the most remarkable works that predicted the
coming of ‘Romatic Revival’ in the middle of 18th century. In this paper, the author, looking into
the peculiar nature of ‘Rowley Poems’ as one of the representative Pre-Romantic works, tried to
discuss its social and historical background which could be regarded as one of the original causes
by which the Romantic Revival had been brought into tho world. The content of the paper can be
summarized as follows : 1. In ‘Rowley Peems’ the conventional andthe revolutional are mixed together
and the latter, the very core of which is restoration of the medieval, shows a clear sign of
Romantic Revival, 2. The medieval and gothic revival can be found in the middle of 18th century,
not only in literary world but in all other cultural fields, and this tendency is a result of the
change in general mentality of English society in those days. 3. What causes the change of general
one is

mentality is related to political and econmical development of the age, and, in this case,

end of ‘Walpole’s Age’ and the other is collapse of ‘Gentry Class’. 4. Such a social change as
mentioned above is a result of increase of English production power that went beyond a certain

boundary during 18th century.
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He clésd hys eyne in everlastynge nyghte;
Ah | what avayld the lyons on his creste |

O, 740 Progress of Poesy’ #3.JNK
— 70 ‘Windsor Forest’ [T T L 5D XDL D ILEHT
Closed his eyes in endless night (Gray)

Ah | what avail his glossy varying dyes,
His purple crest. (Pepe)
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In VIRGYNE the sweltrie sun gan sheene,
And hotte upon the mees did caste his raie;
The apple rodded from its palie greene,

and the mole pear did bende the leafy spraie;
The peede chelandri sunge the livelong daie;
‘Twas nowe the pride, the manhode of the
yeare,

And eke the ground was dighte in its mose

defte aumere,

Liste | now the thunder’s rattling clymmynge
sound

Cheves slowlie on, and then embollen clangs,
Shakes the hie spyre, and losst, dispendede
drown’d,

Still on the gallard eare of terroure hanges;
The windes are up;the lofty elmen swanges;

Again the levynne and the thunder poures,
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