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A Short Paper on Burns (Part 2)

Michio USAMI

This is a continuation of previously issued paper that ended at 2nd chapter. In this part of the

paper, three chapters - ‘Prosody’, ‘Subject Matters’ and ‘Conclusion’ -are contained. In 3rd chapter,
it is pointed out concerning the peculiarities of Burns’ prosody that it has an excessive variety

and it is a mixture of the old and the new, the rustic and the refined. In the next chapter, Burns

emotionalism, intercourse with Nature, mysticism, sympathy to the oppressed and antipathy to the
oppressors are analysed as the main subjects always shown in his poems. In the last chapter, that
distinctive qualities of Burns’ poems which have been examined in this paper are totally discussed
in relation to the social milieu from which Burns came into existance. After whole realities of 18th
century English society are considered, it is concluded that Burns’ work concretely embodied the
general mentality most prevailing throughout Scotland, Britain and Europe of the age.
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The thummart, willcat, brock, an’ tod,

Weel kend his voice thro’ a’ the wood,

He smell’ d their ilka hole an’ road,

Baith out an’ in;

An’ Well he 1ik’ d to shed their bluid

An’ sell their skin.
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Let other poets raise a fracs

‘Bout vines and wines an’ drucken Bacchus,

An’ crabbet names an’ stories wrack us,

An’ grate our lug;

I sing the juice Scotch bere can mak us

In glass or jug.
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Had I to guid advice but harket,

I might, by this, hae led a market,

Or strutted in a bank and clarket

My cash-account;

While here, half-mad, half-fed, half-sarket,

Is a’ th’ amount.
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Gie me ae spark o’ nature’s fire,

That’s a’ the learning I desire;

Then tho’ I drudge thro’ dub and mire

At pleugh or cart,

My muse, though hamelyin attire,

May touch the heart.

“Epistle to J. Lapraik” x5 v #i2, [TRTHEE
FHE, JRAXEBEBOBFEORE SV ap ETE4XY
ZRBIROEFIC, LFEBIBEFHLTVWHTEERLT
Y, ZLTZNRE, LHEST, vY—oBEkE
DOEEPLIY ' ORAZEBROBEEL, H{ES LT
WA ERBEHRLTVL I, A=Y XOFHOEEOH
TBI2—HaDRcIz b, A—y XREAHUIIR
KICUTHERELIEZ 2 »DH T EPTEBLENI D
TV,

R—y Zit, BOREBEELUIBEPHKS CLKHTI
BATHo1205, HOEN 123 OFCHEDN B FM
i, ATy TV FORNEZRUTHNS T &S
L, FRZREOLNLIEER, 22y PV FOR
RIZbDZznPATH AT ahoiz, ZN0, {E
BB THY, NOFBBERTHH, HEETHH, B
LOBIMTH Y, WONMTATHY, 2L THRUIT
BEOHREE THo10 TLTEZNEIE, BANOHR
EThYH, BHE~OEFTHY, HFEZZLLTHY
RE~OHELATHH, BELO~NDEETHY, 2L
THRISHHETD - 12,

Ye flowery banks o’ bonnie Doon,

How can ye blume sae fair?

How can ye chant, ye little birds,

And I sae fu’ o’ care?

Thou’ll break my heart, thou bonnie bird,

That sings upon the bough;

Thou minds me o’ the happy days,

when my fause luve was true.
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The piper loud and louder blew;

The dancers quick and quicker flew;

They reel’d, they set, they cross’d, they cleekit,

Till ilka carlin swat and reekit,

And coost her duddies to the wark,

And linkit at it in her sark!
CABERIZIBTBOBEL TL 25805, Vol d 3
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Thence mystic knots mak great abuse

On young guidmen, fond, keen, an’ crouse;

When the best wark-lume i’ the house,

By cantrip wit,

Is instant made no worth a louse,

Just at the bit.
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Cambrige History of English Literature (O /3— Y
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Cauld blew the bitter-biting north
upon thy early humble birth;
Yet cheerfully thou glinted forth
Amid the storm,
Scarce rear’d above the parent-earth
Thy tender form.

The flaunting flow’rs our gardens yield

High shelt’ ring woods and wa’s maun shield,
But thou, beneath the random bield

O’ clod or stane,
Adorns the histie stibble-field,

Unseen, alane.
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I'm truly sorry man’s dominion
Has broken nature’s social union,
An’ justifies that ill opinion
which makes thee startle
At me, thy poor earth-born companion,
An’ fellow-mortall
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O Thou, wha in the Heavens dost dwell,

Wha, as it pleases best thysel’,
Sends ane to heaven and ten to hell,
A’ for thy glory,

And no for ony guid or ill
They’ve done afore thee!
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Is there, for honest poverty,
That hangs his head, and a’ that?
The coward-slave, we pass him by,
We dare be poor for a’ that!
For a’ that, and a’ that,
Our toils obscure, and a’ that;
The rank is but the guinea stamp;
The man’s the gowd for a’ that.

What tho’ on hamely fare we dine,
Wear hodden-gray, and a’ that;
Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine,
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A man’s a man for a’ that.
For a’ that, and a’ that,
Their tinsel show, and a’ that;
The honest man, tho’ e’er sae poor,
Is King o’ man for a’ that.
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By oppression’s woes and pains!

By your sons in servile chains!

We will drain our dearest veins,

But they shall be freel

Lay the proud usurpers low!

Tyrants fall in every foe!

Liberty’s in every blow]

Let us do or die!
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‘He enjoyed metrical and rhyming diffi-
culties and set himself to overcome them.?’
Hilton Brown: “There was a Lad”, Hamish
Hamilton, London, 1949
‘Later, there was practically no metre he
did not or would not attempt.’ ibid.
‘...those Excellent New Songs that are
hawked about the country in baskets, or
exposed in stalls in the streets.” T. F.
Henderson: “Cambridge History of English
Literature VI”
‘a remarkable number for a book of rustic
verse’ ibid.
‘Burns, in the end, gained five hundred
pounds by his Edinburgh venture, as com-
pared with twenty pounds for the six
hundred copies of the Kilmarnock volume. ,
ibid.
L. Stephen: [18HHCITISIT A HAE L HLR]
(B ERESER) M7k, HRIBLE
“Pwo conditions were precedent to his
success. In the first place, his subject
had to come from his heart and to force
itself upon him. In the Second place, his
subject had to be intimate and domestic.’
Hilton Brown: “There Was a Lad”
‘In a sense his poetical works are merely
an expanded Auto-biographical Letter.’
ibid.
‘My passions, when lighted up, raged like
so many devils, till they got vent in rhyme;
and then the conning over my verses, like
a spell, soothed all into quiet.” Letter to
Moore, 2 Aug. 1787.
‘Poetry comes from the heart and goes
to the heart.’ quoted from Peter Westland:
“Romantic Revival”?, The English Univer—
sities Press, London, 1950
‘All the spontaneous over—flow of powerful
feelings.’ “Lyrical Ballads” vol.1, 1800
‘et Nature be your Teacher’ Wordsworth:
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“Tables Turned*
‘I love not Man the less, but Nature more.?’
Byron: “Child Harold’s Pilgrimage, canto
wv”
‘He was in closer contact with humble
life than was any of them. In the case
of rustic theme, he is entirely in his
element. Everywhere, there is complete
comprehension and living reality.” T. F.
Henderson: “Cambridge History of English
Literature XI”
‘On turning a mouse up in her nest with
the plough.’ subtitle of “To a Mouse”
KHEE KB MFA—v I Ral,
HeFn364E
‘Man is born free, and everywhere he is
in chains.” Rousseau: “Contrat Social”
T’ve noticed, on our laird’s court-day,
An’ Mony a time my heart’s been wae,
Poor tenant bodies, scant o’ cash,
How they maun thole a factor’s snash;
He’ll stamp and threaten, curse and swear,
He’ll apprehend them, point ther gear :
While they maun stan’, wi’ aspect humble,
An’ hear it a’, an fear an’ tremple!

from “The Twa Dogs”
A. Toynbee : MEREEEHEHGE] (FH %k
HR) HAERE, W34
G. M. Trevelyan : [HE <R GMELR
BRER) (L1 Bk, FEFn2o&E
FE—BR ¢ TIORICEEERE 6 | B i, HM
364
‘Romanticism, French Revolution, Kant
and Hegel, American Independence - all
these things were but varying symptoms
of a general ferment.” Peter Westland:
“Romatic Revival”
FHRE ¢ (330 E ] PIFCHEEfmAE
L. Stephen : 18T A5 30 %¢ L 41
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