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Existence is added synthetically to the idea in the proof by effects and it is derived analytically from the
essence in the ontological proof. If these two proofs are different, it is because of the double conception of
idea, conceived as picture in the one and as essence in the other, and also in virtue of the different place they
necessarily occupy in the order of reasons. It is sufficient to render to the proof by effects its conditioning
function with respect to the ontological proof in order to see the difficulty vanish. Without the proof by
effects, we would have in ourselves only a purely representative idea, not an essence. The result of this proof
was precisely to raise us from the idea as picture of the thing to the idea as the expression of an essence, that is,
as having objective validity coinciding with the formal reality of the thing. God's necessary existence is noth-
ing other than the necessary positing by itself of his essence. This identity of essence and existence outside of
me is not, in fact, a characteristic of God alone, but it is a characteristic of all things, finite or infinite. In brief,
there does not exist anything in itself in the world other than essences, whether in me or outside of me. As a
result, there is no world of essences distinct from the world of existences prior to God, outside our thought.
There is only a single world, the world of things that exist. God has created essences outside him that are the
existing things, and these existing things are nothing more than the created being of these essences. Moreover,
God has created in me the ideas of these things, and these ideas that I call essences, when I see in them the
authentic expression of beings outside me, are then distinguished from existences as ideas are distict from the
things they represent. Thus essences cannot be distinguished in themselves from existences outside of me,
except by an abstraction of our mind that really separates the essence that has become idea from the thing
itself. Descartes annihilates the concept of a world of intelligible things governing the world of existences by

means of this radical identification a parte rei of essences and exisitences.
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