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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to consider the meaning of ara-hito-gami as constituted in Meiji-Ten-nou.

The paper examines the following matters:

1. In Meiji-era Japan, the psychology of the “feeling of togetherness™ foreshortened “the view of life and the

world” in the Japanese mind.

2. This foreshortened view of life and the world discouraged consideration of political strategy.

3. As aresult, Japanese public opinion on matters of national political strategy was not well informed.

4. Consequently, the Meiji-era national political leadership felt the need to suppress public opinion.

5. Meiji Ten-no was constituted as ara-hito-gami in order to enhance the emperor’s authority through asser-

tions of his “divinity.”
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