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This paper traces the transformations that occurred over time in the culture created by entrepreneurs in

modern Japan, from the Meiji era through the Taisho era and on into the early Showa era. The following points

are especially noteworthy. Firstly, the involvement of entrepreneurs in the first half of the Meiji era in receiv-

ing important visitors from overseas and in Japan's exhibitions at world expositions held overseas proved to be

opportunities for the creation of what could be termed an entrepreneurial culture. Secondly, entrepreneurs

with highly conscious of the speech, behavior, and culture of the nobility, powerful politicians, and the impe-

rial family, and made active efforts to incorporate these into their own daily lives. Finally, in order to win over

and retain economic trust in the business sphere, entrepreneurs made use of such social functions as banquets,

tea parties, and garden parties in a variety of ways. This paper examines these points by surveying the social

milieu surrounding Zenjiro Yasuda as a typical entrepreneur in early modern Japan.
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