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This paper examines the presentation of the business world in society by tracing the incep-
tion and development of economic journalism in the Meiji eras, and also examines the configu-
ration in which this business world was actually formed.

The Tokyo keizai zasshi [Tokyo Economist ], launched in 1879, came into being through an
alliance with the social circles of the banking industry. This periodical envisaged the existence
of the business world, which at the time had not yet taken a clearly formed shape, as an ideal
organization of members of the economic elite who would guide modern Japan. The Toyo keizai
shimpo [Oriental Economist ], founded in 1895 amidst the nationalist sentiment following the
Sino-Japanese War, enjoyed wide-ranging patronage and protection from influential persons af-
filiated with the Bank of Japan and with the Mitsubishi financial combine, and attempted to
provide a realistic depiction of the actual circumstances and idiosyncrasies of the Japanese
economy and Japan’s business world. Further, Jitsugyo no Nihon [Business Japan ], which de-
buted in 1897, two years after the inaugural issue of the Toyo keizai shimpo, was an informative
business periodical which catered to the young segment that admired and idealized the business
world.

The various trends in economic journalism evidenced by these periodicals were vital and es-
sential factors in the process by which Japan’s business world was established and gained
authority.
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