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If we had not already established the objective validity of clear and distinct ideas by means
of the proof by effects, the ontological proof would have neither more or less validity than
mathematical truths. Since the validity of the ontological proof is conditioned by the proof
from effects, as is the validity of mathematics, the proof by effects must be considered as the
principal and even sole proof of the existence of God. But, in a different perspective than the
one we have just assumed, we can think that God’s essence is so different from other essenees
that it is sufficient for us to have a clear and distinct intuition of it in order for us to perceive
immediately that it possesses objective validity in itself. In this case, the ontological proof can
immediately guarantee its own validity to itself. It is perhaps not certain that the final pages
of Meditation V have as a goal to derive from the ontological proof alone the objective validity
of clear and distinct ideas. Nothing prevents us from seeing in this, on the occasion of the
ontological proof, a general recall of the consequences that result from the certainty that God
exists, in whatever way that certainty has been acquired. Even admitting that the ontological
proof is intrinsically more certain than any mathematical demonstration, the obstinate atheist
or the scrupulous philosopher would still be hindered at first by the preliminary metaphysical
doubt concerning the objective validity of clear and distinct ideas; and in order to conquer this

doubt, it would have to be assumed that we are certain of divine veracity.
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