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This paper attempts to interpret The United States of America as a civilization and then to
define the nature of “Pax Americana”. In this volume in order to understand the structure of
civilization in general, the author first examines the three arguments by Yukichi Fukuzawa,
Takeo Kuwahara and Tadao Umesao, concluding that civilization is a composite of culture and
society.

Culture is an “inner” civilization, meaning a whole body of human ways of both thinking
and acting. Society is an “outer” civilization, meaning a whole body of environments consisting
of both instruments and institutions for human life.

A leading civilization acts paternally i.e., gently and/or forcibly and provides others with
a universal norm for culture and a universal model for society. America as a leading civilization
is based on a combination of the following principles: (1) liberal democracy, (2) a high stan-
dard of living, and (3) security. All of these account for the fact that America was surely been
one of the most significant influences on world affairs in the twentieth century.

(To be continued)
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