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The purpose of this paper is to consider some characteristics of the policy for compulsory

education expenditure in Japan before World War II.

The policy for defrayment by the treasury of compulsory education expenditure was started

by the Law of National Grant for Compulsory Education Expenditure (1918). It was the system
of compulsory education finance prescribed by this Law that a part of the expenditure required
by the city, town, or village for salaries for elementary school teachers was defrayed by the
But, it
amounted to 85 million yen at 1930. We can find two features in the process by which the na-

National Treasury. At first, the amount of national grant was 10 million yen.
tional grant was increased gradually. The first is that the main purpose of increasing the na-
tional grant was not improvement of salaries for teachers, but was relief to local finance. The
second is that social demand for the principal of defrayment by the National Treasury had
strengthened. With this social background, the ministry of education had been investigating

the policy for defrayment by the treasury of the total amount of salaries for elementary school

teachers.
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