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The problem of error will have to be posed, not only on the epistemic plane, by asking how
error is in fact possible for man, but also on the metaphysical plane, by asking, since error is ac-
tual for man, how is it directly compatible with the veracious God. Since error is pure nothing-
ness, it could not therefore be caused by God, who can cause only being. God is not responsible
for error. The cause of error is in man to the extent that he involves nothingness because of his
finiteness. Since nothingness is not a positive principle, it is a simple absence of being.
Consequently, error is also only a simple limitation of being. But it appears immediately as
more, that is, as a privation. Error adds to nothingness its affirmation as being. Insofor as
some positive element is introduced in error it is impossible to account for it by nothingness.
Metaphysics therefore furnishes only an insufficient solution. It must make way for epistemol-
ogy. “From the fact that will is much more ample and far-reaching than understanding, I do
not restain it within the same limits, but extend it even to those things that I do not under-
stand; since it is itself indifferent to such matters, it easily strays and chooses false for true
and evil for good.” Epistemologically speaking, error is not just negative, it does not just in a
simple limitation of my knowledge tied to the limitation of my faculty of knowledge, but it as-
sumes a transgression of the limit of my intelligence by my will, which allows nonknowledge to
be positively affirmed as knowledge. Thus to the limitative elements constituted by the limits
of my understanding is added a privative element instituted by the infinity of my will, which
transgressing these limits, transforms the nothingness into being, and creates true and formal
falsity. In spite of his perfection and veracity, God does not radically exclude the possibility of
error as a privation in us. Even though he does not exclude it and it exists, his perfection and

veracity remain intact.
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