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The purpose of this paper is to consider some characteristics of Educational Reform in
Japan in the 1990’s by analyzing the social background to it. In this paper, three topics are ana-
lyzed as the background of Educational Reform in the 1990’s; The first is some pathologic phe-
nomena in school education; The second is the economic and fiscal structural reform plans that
were proposed by Ryutaro Hashimoto(Prime Minister 1996-1998); The third is the reconcilia-
tion between Ministry of Education and Japanese Teachers Union.

Some features of this paper are as follows: —

Educational Reform in the 1990’s succeeds the reform plans that were proposed by the
Extraordinary Council for Education in 1980’s. We can say with fair certainty that the philoso-
phy of both reform plans is neo-liberalism towards education, characterized by reductions in
public education and development of elite education. In the 1980’s, the reform was not com-
pleted, because the social conditions of reform were not prepared. But, there is more possibility
of the recent Educational Reform completed, because the current education system is facing

criticism from more people than in former times, the execution of this reform is strongly sup-
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ported in economic circles, and the drift of the political world is toward neo-liberalism.
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