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On 25th May 1998, a small piece of history was made. The president of the United States,
Bill Clinton, thanks to a newly installed digital- phone link, was able for the first time to place
a direct call to Jiang Zemin, the president of The People’s Republic of China. This was one of
the foundations for Clinton’s visit to China. Shortly before his departure, he contributed a
brief report to Newsweek, explaining (Dthat he was going for one reason:to advance America’s
interests, @that her future would not be secure if Asia’s was in doubt, and @that working with
China would serve her interests in a stable Asia and world. National interests commonly mean
both security and economic interests, which are the two fundamental guide-lines of foreign pol-
icy of any state and nation. “Working with China serves our interests in ....”, which is a prag-
matic way of thinking, is a refrain of Clinton’s statement.

But Clinton does not stop there and goes on to say that American engagement with China
is also the best way to advance her ideals, because it will bring freedom to China. America will
continue to urge China’s leaders to move to the right side of history when it comes to human
rights and freedom of religion. This is the third principle driving American attitudes toward
foreign relations.

His conclusion, therefore, is a pragmatic and principled course: expanding military and eco-
nomic areas of cooperation with China while dealing directly with the differences between the
two nations, especially over human rights. Henry Kissinger makes almost the same suggestions
as Clinton’s, in spite of the fact that the former was an ex-Secretary of State of a Republican
Party government and the latter is a president from the Democratic Party.

Their concordance is a good illustration of the characteristics of American foreign policy,
which is a mixture of {security), {economic interests) and {freedom and human rights).
Another illustration is found in the agreements at the Sino-American summit talks on June 27

in Beijing. (to be continued)
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