HEETERFRLE $49% (1997) 109

7 A HREIE e EER (1)

B oA B M
JBHEHE - AL RR
(199749 A 1 H%#)

American Principles in Foreign Policy (1)

Tomiro HASHIMOTO

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
(Received September 1, 1997)

This paper aims to search for the origins of the characteristics of American political culture
in the historical course of her development after English settlement. The course has mainly been
determined by the two keynotes: the idea of mission and the thought of the Enlightenment (the
latter is to be discussed in the following issue of this bulletin). They are the hallmarks of the
American mind, both inward and outward. This is shown, for instance, in recent American for-
eign policy reproaching some Asian countries for their oppression of human rights and political
liberty.

The idea of mission first resounded through the sermon of John Winthrop on board the
Arbella en route to New England. It was secondly illustrated in Thomas Jefferson’s thought of
the republic of virtue of farmers as the chosen people. It gave a powerful driving force to the
civilizing theory of Manifest Destiny.

With the disappearance of the frontier line on the continent, America kept on going west-
ward to become a Pacific empire, a new frontier which was a stage where Theodore Roosevelt’s
drama of new nationalism was played, with Alfred Mahan as an eloquent spokesman of over-
seas expansionism. Both of them founded their foreign policy on the idea of mission.

(to be continued)
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