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This paper deals with the three main points at issue: the classical problem of the Cartesian
circle, the relation between the first proof of God’s existence by effects and the second proof by
effects, and the outline of the second proof by effects. First, the impossibility of arriving at a
rigorous solution suggests the true nature of the problem of the Cartesian circle. Descartes’ po-
sition oscillates between the denatured image of myself, installed at the same time as the hy-
pothesis of the evil genius, and the true image of myself as the union of the imperfect and the
perfect. The difficulty arises from the need to reduce to nothing the hypothesis of the evil gen-
ius by a demonstration that, implying the true light coming from God, claims not to presuppose
it. Second, according to Gueroult, the first proof posits God relative only to ourselves, charac-
terizing him only as an efficient cause of the idea of the perfect in us; the second posits God ab-
solutely in himself, considering his causality not only relative to ourselves, but also relative to
himself, meaning as his own cause (cause sui). Third, according to Gueroult, the second proof
by effects has two parts: 1. a proof that I cannot exist by myself. 2. a proof that I cannot exist
by an exteral cause other than God. The first part of the proof considers two hypotheses corre-
sponding with two conceptions of existing by oneself: 1. a positive conception: existing by one-
self is being one’s own cause —— I am my own cause; 2. a negative conception: existing by

oneself is being without cause, never needing to be created —— I am without cause.
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