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This paper tries to make a sketch of the historical consciousness of liberty in the United
States and to show in the first place that the three characteristics of American political culture
are as follows : @ liberalism was not inconsistent with democracy, as in the Western European
nations, in both the political scene and social life from the very beginning of the colonial days,
® James Madison contributed much to the combination of liberal democracy as a feature of
both national government and local government at the time of the nation-building immediately
after the successful American Revolution, 3) American people at large have cherished the idea
of liberty at the level of ordinary life for more than 200 years of their history; and in the second
place that the relations between social structure and political style can be summarized as fol-
lows: @ a society being composed of a wide variety of voluntary associations and interest
groups is mother’s milk for liberal democracy, @ a uniform society, on the contrary, may be a
hotbed for totalitarian regimes which in turn violate those freedoms of speech, publication,

meeting and association which form the foundation of liberal democracy. (to be continued)
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