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The Cogito is the principle of the form of ideas, and God, the principle of these contents.
These primary principles never contradict themselves. One and the other will be first according
to one’s viewpoint. According to the viewpoint of pure consciousness, and of the necessity of
my understanding, the first principle can only be the Cogito. Only the necessities of my
understanding tie the various links of the chain together. But the necessity of this chain,
however absolute it is, is only subjective. According to the viewpoint of these necessities
insofar as they are valid for things themselves, the first principle can only be God, since 1t alone
can confer objective certainty to my ideas. Thus the Cogito is the first principle of all possible
human science, since science can be constructed as a system of reasons tied together by a
rigorous necessity only through it. But God is the first principle of all valid human science, for
it alone establishes the truths imposed on myself by my own understanding as truths imposed
by things themselves. There can be no science without the union of a rigorous necessity and an
assured objective validity; the Cogito, as condition of the former, and God, as condition of the
latter, must both be affirmed as the first principles. Since God is the author of all things, he

is both the principle of the Cogito as simple consciousness and of the objective realities that
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constitute the content of the modes of this consciousness.
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