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Alexis de Tocqueville observed in the 1830’s that mores were more important than any other
factors in supporting democracy among English-Americans in the east part of America, and
that the formation of a wide variety of voluntary associations was characteristic of American
political and social life. Daniel Boorstin suggested in the 1960’s that the American idea and
institution of community might help us understand much that was distinctive about American
political life and her whole culture. Now the author intends to show, by examining the
following several cases of voluntary associations and communities which appeared in the course
of American history, how much they contributed to the maintenance of both political
democracy and a democratic way of life. The cases are a community of the Pilgrim Fathers and
“a City on the Hill” preached by John Winthrop, an intellectual association led by Benjamin
Franklin, a political association in the age of The American Revolution, an educational
community proposed by Thomas Jefferson, and a local community tentatively named “Bird” in

Kansas. (to be continued)
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