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The principle of causality and the principle of the conformity of the idea with what is
ideated reciprocally condition their respective applicability. The principle of causality, con-
ceived by itself, does not authorize a relation of cause and effect between the formal reality
of the thing represented and the objective reality of the representing idea. In order to posit
expressly that the objective reality of the idea necessarily proceeds from the formal reality of
the thing in itself that it represents as outside it, we must have the intervention of the princi-
ple of the conformity. The principle of the conformity prescribes for us to seek this cause in
the formal reality of the thing represented. The principle of the conformity, in its sense,
conditions the application of the principle of causality. But the principle of the conformity
does not itself allow us to discover this cause and does not allow us to posit its existence.
Certainly I am constrained by the internal necessities of my understanding to conceive that the
cause of the objective reality of the idea cannot be posited elsewhere than in the formal reality
of the thing represented. But that is a completely subjective necessity. It is only by means of
the principle of causality that this subjective necessity is transformed into objective necessity
in a privileged case (God), and that the objective validity of the conclusions drawn from that
principle of the conformity is established. In brief, if the proof of God’s existence by effects
can neither begin nor end without the principle of the conformity, neither can it be essentially

accomplished without the principle of causality.
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