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The genius of American liberty is a combination of the idea of liberty in the singular (the
Painean view of liberty) and the idea of liberties in the plural (the Burkean notion of liberty).
The combination can be traced both in Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence and in his
treatment of trial by jury. The Federalist supplies a twofold system for securing American
liberty. One in the political arena is separation of powers in government; the other in the

social arena is a network of checks and balances in a pluralistic society. (to be continued)
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