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Following the process of Descartes’ proof of God' s existence in the Third Meditation, this

paper makes clear how these principles function to prove God' s existence: the principle of

causality which connects the effct, the idea, with the cause, what is ideated, and the princi-

pte of the conformity of the idea with what is ideated. Descartes begins by placing himself in

the viewpoint of common sense in order to refute it more thoroughly. The error of common

sense lies in the illegitimate application of these principles. The legitimate application of

these principles, on the contrary, makes it possible for me to demonstrate that the veracious

God exists and to prove that my clear and distinct ideas have certain objective validity .
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