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The Analysis of the Piece of Wax

Koji KAKITA

Department of Humanities -
(Received August 19, 1991)

Following and analyzing the process of Descartes’s analysis of the piece of wax in the latter half of the Second
Meditation, this paper brings forward mainly three important points at issue and tries to. solve them. First,
what does the phrase “solius mentis inspectio” signify? The answer: it contains not only my intellect to perceive
the clear and distinct idea of extension, but also my will to judge that this piece of wax exists there, based on this
idea. Second, what does the phrase “extensum quid, flexibile, mutabile” signify in determining the material reality
of a piece of wax? The answer: it provides my mind with the occasion to perceive the clear and distinct idea of
extension, on account of which the piece of wax remams the same throughout all changes. Third, Beyssade divides
the analysis of the piece of wax into narrow (AT.V, pp. 30, 1.8-31, 1.28) and wide (ibid., pp. 29, 1. 19- 34 1.9)
senses. The conclusion of the analysis in the narrow sense is that I know the nature of this piece of wax, not by
the use of my sense and imagination, but by the use of my intellect. The conclusion of that in the wide sense is
that the human mind is more easily known than the body. Then what is the logical connection between thése two
conclusions? The answer: the body can be known mediately only through the mediation of my mind. On the
contrary, my mind can know itself immediately. The immediate is prior to the mediate, therefore my mind is
more easily known than the body. These answers make it possible for us to cla.nfy the fuller contents of the

Cogito.
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