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Troilus and Criseyde is one of the most serious poems of Geoffrey Chaucer (1340?-1400). Traditionally Troilus
and Criseyde has been regarded as the tragic poem. In this paper I have tried to explore into the reasons why
Troilus and Criseyde arouses the deep pleasure of his readers (or his audience) for many centuries that has passed
since his death. There would be many reasons, but one of the most remarkable reasons would be comic vision that
we can participate in, and his comic elements must be adequately appreciated in this poem.

(1)

Geoffrey Chaucer "0 v FY#EDOBBEE L LY
BLTWzIC & 51213824 4 B IS/ MR IC b M
SNz, 138611 ETEDORICOE, ZOBIZH-T,
I3TTE~TRE T THlEMERE LT3, 137280
1EBoA %Y PiR@EiIchE, ShagE2@BA Y7
WATE R B, BIEEY 2 VPR 70— L > RIfFo 7t
DKL, TOEIZIT i EHD, 13854, B
RIKABRITE B S EHFTIE - T 5B,

CHIFEI W) L 2EKRT 20 B2, Troilus
and Criseyde »*KARI38SERBICE AN TV B L WD
ZETHB, TR EIC L ) EBHBKHIHR &S
ZETHDH . REMPICERD TRT V2 AR & 3TH,
BEIr L) B TERYLZMEDSZ Zi2E - TH
BIILINTHWERPSTHE, TDIBSEL V) DI
Troilus and Criseyde @ Book Il L.624~1..630(Z 4
T % R4 Jupiter & Saturn @4 (conjunction) @
BRRIVEBESINL L TEZORFELVIZ L TH B,
LA L, Zh &K Boethius @ De Consolatione
Philosophiae DFROMEIH %, T hidRiz ) K&
1380EEHEE 2 51 b, Chaucer i3 Z OB word by
word IZ Boethius #fRL TW 22 &HH5AT W B,
MWiwT 7 VEBIP YV TR 75V AFEORLfFo T/
THHELrI, Boethius HF L Z /N THIEIZ T
BRI AT B, »RTH 5 Chaucer HE DR
BToh-o-ANEDHOWLEN, B, L%, &%, =

18, ¥, BHHEL, IHCELH,EHE BEORE
BEoLY EBERENTWIDTHE, b OREIC
A Tvi7z Chaucer 12132 Tl FIc 2 WA HE
LizZ &tk d,?

Chaucer DfEEE D (2 Boethius D E % i <
FBLTwB0iEZd Troilus and Criseyde D4z
The Canterbury Tales ® The Knight’'s Tale »*& %
», T The Canterbury Tales 1213 % OFEIIHA
AN B 72T T Troilus and Criseyde D Tid % v,
I L7 H > 2RO L2 BB S 2720 D
12 Boccacio (1313—75) @ Il philostrato Hid - 7=,
LI BCoERFIZESE T L usa, )k
15, XY uD=FXBANPOKY =¥, £4LVAH
HLeBKOMRIT—E—ET 513 L2, Chaucer ixb
BODELITHA) I edHNG, L LInBEE
L72i2d »2 b 6§ Troilus and Criseyde OE GRS
121k Boccacio DEZRIIEFH TR L w, [y v 2|
(Lollius) L LIZNBEZEDEVTVEITL ]| W)
e L FTwB L A% R 5L, it Boceacio Tid %
KBUTREALAS)TORALEZ TR bHME
V>, Il philostrato * ChORETEILD IS L L7
Chaucer 1249 (2% Boethius 2.0 L+ &£ Tw 7,
Wb @ % Chaucer ¥V 95 “Tragedy” 9823917 »
Troilus and CriseydetiR EZbITTH B, Zhik
RORY ¥ hothT b,

The double sorwe of Troilus to tellen,
That was the kyng Priamus sone of Troye,
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In lovynge, how his aventures fellen

Fro wo to wele, and after out of joie,

My purpose is, er that I parte fro ye.

Thesiphone, thow help me for tendite

Thise woful vers, that wepen as I write.
(BookI : L.1-7)®

ZHLTHOONLWEEIZ T & L { “tragedy” TdH o
7o T CHIBEICT 2 “tragedy” & ¥V L TEHEHAO
L) EBRERTIEL Y, AR L 72 De Consola-
tione Philosophiae DHiZHbHlE R L9,

What other thyng by waylen the cryinges of
tragedyes

but oonly the dedes of Fortune, that withunwar
strook

overturneth the realmes of greet nobleye?
(Gloss. Tragedye is to seyn a dite of a prosperite
for a tyme, that endeth in wrecchidnesse.) ¥

2F ) AHOEMFONEEITHS, “prosperite” I2dH o
72 b DOAFHEITIE “wrecchidnesse” IS B L) T
ETHb, T L7 Boethius DEFZRIIREL LTHE
WG 7, W “tragedy” #EX CTHEHIIEEO LM
1 A Thesiphone (2328 % K& 7- B FHOETH 247
BCTbdHbr, ZoHREIEL A L Boethius ® De
Consolatione Philosophiae \ZATW 52 L7259 7,

Allas! I wepynge, am constreyned to bygynnen
vers
of sorwful matere, that whilom in floryssch-
yng stydie made delitable ditees.
“Carmina qui quondam studio florente poregi.”
—Metrum I

(Boece:L.1-3) ¥

[ & %A 5] (wepynge) & convention ®—2TH
BHBTHB “sorwful matere” BRIZH»D B,
LUYEM 2> T E LWL HE LS Z EHFERITO %o
72 oyt The Canterbury Tales O HIZH Tw»
%o

Tragedie is to seyn a certeyn storie,
Of hym that stood in greet prosperitee
And is fallen out of heigh degree

Into myserie, and endeth wrecchedly.
And they ben versified communely

Of six feet which men clepen exametron.
(The Canterbury Tales:VII
The Monk’s Tale 1..1973-1978)

Z 9 L7: Boethius D¥%IZ&H - 72 Chaucer i3 b & b
EEOEFLE L TCABOEL X, EESIZE—BEL?»S
kD TV 22T & LTTh “comedy” #FEE 20
1D, FRIERTETIEDH S The Canterbury Tales
ANEFEFEENRTITLLDTH B, ThrEI ) LHE-T
Wb,

Go, litel bok, go, litel myn tragedye,
Ther God thi makere yet, er that he dye,
So sende myght to make in some comedye!
But litel book, no makyng thow n’envie,
But subgit be to alle poesye;
And kis the steppes, where as thow seest pace
Virgile, Ovide, Omer, Lucan, and Stace.
(Book V:L.1786-92) ®

178847® “comedy” = % Z 9 L 7zBoethius’% & % Iy
W2 L2255 The Canterbury Tales &\ ) NEFIZ %2 5,
I ZTRED P\ Troilus and Criseyde & B1E
BHo0THs) %, BHOERDS Virgil, Ovid,
Homer, Lucan, Statius®fflic AR T b L H R
FELCTw5%, T2 CChaucerDTroilus and Criseyde
iZChaucer?’Z Nt £ TR -7z & 5 1T “tragedy” %D
ThH 5 o ROKVEDThe Canterbury Talest TE
BB bDRFELQIER SR -72THS )

{m

Chaucer 352 41Z Il philosrato DEFH 2 x L Tw»
BLERICHED I “tragedy” BV TWADLEE W T L
FARRIL Tz, RS DRRZZMCT YR M T LV AR %
Boethius #18 L 72dEBIOERE DR H-> Tz, H
b3ER % “er that he dye” (CEP LOK X EH D
DTHbB, LHL Boccacio LEBIEZI NS DERD
ERTBYFREEL2Z &, 2% Y, Troilus & Criseyde
DEEERLORLE LTEYT % Pandarus & 9 %
CBBAL, ZLTTRTOANLDOERLAEBEEERLC
LTIk v, Troilus and Criseyde DERMIZE AT
AbE comedy THBHEWVH Z &, TRAPKEEL
T “tragedy” &WVhb L®H TS0 D, £1id Boethius
b XBZ %A Chaucer DARFEFICH$ 2 HES
DEBEo72OTR RV EEZLNRD, ThiZED
LEETABOEERIIHT AHETHS I, boLF
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AEZOHBOHFIZ BB AL ADED ) OUYTIZIE
Fell, BEHTRERME AR EBAZ MR, &
FREBROMR, EEEHOHRERE SN]SR &t
T BB TH -7, “mutability” & “immutability”
DR b HN v, Chaucer DI hHDE ik Troilus
and Criseyde DWFEZ O b DITH T3, Fhid
Fortune DM L/2£TH %, Chaucer I3 TE
5% & Anglo-Saxon 7% “Wyrd” OMRTIE %< %o
T3, bo biifift a7z % v Fortuna 2D T
%o The Seafarer ® Beowulf IZiiii T\ % Fate &
% Destiny % EIZ82 “Wyrd” Tk v, F2I3ER
2 Troilus and Criseyd * RTHBERD L 512 %
5,7

HENPLGRDZIDOFHREELL—2—22RTHER
SN EFORBIZL > TEASNBYWEZOS D
ThdEVH) T L7, F—HBIBOTREOWANS 2
TP L RELZLEBE-TwB, £hH Criseyde
# T 523 LA (The double sorwe of Troilus
FROVHIREY) OLARIHBVEDTHD, S i
&b ZOREETIE Troilus BEHBOF T /LS
KD EHEEFE STV, 2 DB DZEIZES
T2 &ilh b, Fortuna i3 » ¢ LT bHAERM L
KHEEZBELIIOE, RORBEOMVBEBICOTBEHT L
Lled, FEAEIIW> TEHICIBRO N TWAINL
BRI B0 D,

Owt of thise blake wawes for to saylle,
O wynd, o wynd, the weder gynneth clere;
For in this see the boot hath swych travaylle,
Of my connyng, that unneth I it steere.
This see clepe I the tempestous matere
Of disepeir that Troilus was inne;
But now of hope the kalendes bygynne.

(Book I :1..1-7)

HEDOHIZH S Troilus FHVHT L H T L v ) HE
PHMEEHHE %X, VbW DS Pandarus O K
Troilus ®7:® - Criseyde BB L T 5 LB &4
DT LIZE ) ZDB» S Fortuna D8Iz EFICEET
HIEil% b, Criseyde B5Z L3EUVDAFTH
), Boethius {iticE 2 iZBID “prosperite” DWH T
Y, COXBIZOBEOREEVEORETH D,

HEZHRIIEY DV IZFortunaRCh O KW EANL %
BROBEMIZOT 2, FA4EBOEETIIRORSY VHT
®E 5,

O blisful light, of which the bemes clere

Adorneth al the thridde heven faire!

O sonnes lief, O Joves doughter deere,

Plesance of love, O goodly debonaire,

In gentil hertes ay redy to repaire!

O veray cause of heele and of gladnesse,

Iheryed by thy myght and thi goodnesse!
(BookIl:L.1-7)

FLT[ZOWOFRTHEELLAZZIDEXHORD
DIXEEL %<, BLIIEEREO 2D VD]
ERWTWVWE, RERHODANL ) THD, LHALID
F=B0L)BRIOMBOBEITRZL T 5 0EEES
LT LD, ThdFortuna® ¥ 5 Th
b, BEOLEIBVLEROHRNLEIND, P
THEUBCBVTEFOREIBEIHED S,

But al to litel, weylaway the whyle,
Lasteth swich joie, ythonked be Fortune,
That semeth trewest whan she wol bygyle,
And kan to fooles so hire song entune,
That she hem and blent, traitour comune!
And whan a wight is from hire whiel ythrowe,
Than laugeth she, and maketh hym the mowe.

From Troilus she gan hire brighte face

Awey to writhe, and tok of hym non heede,

But caste hym clene out of lady grace,

And on hire whiel she sette up Diomede;

For which right now myn herte gynneth blede,

And now my penne, allas! with which I write,

Quaketh for drede of that I moste endite.
(BookIV:L.1-14)

Fortuna®E» H %\ FH & 2 Eh % Troilus, Eay D
ZRHIEE AV 2 Troilus 2 ITH T RTH%EV DD,
B OBFEERED, EGoRHhdy, 4EiEDiomede
PR CHIBPLOTH S, B L ERISINAIC R
WHDTHEPDBIDZODRY Y HIIENZFThTW
5, L2bZONETESTITOTRTOILEH ) %
L2EGTHoLBIPMEENTHEDN, EHEIIBV
C Troilus REGOBH» SIFZSoE Y “Prosper-
itee” 7 H “wrechidness” ~&FbZ kizh b, Zh
13 Boethius @ [##]] TH 5, L2 THHEDLEH %

FOMFHETHRDE, ERABOE XY U HFIZRD L
R AN

The gold-ytressed Phebus heigh on-lofte
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Thries hadde alle with his bemes clene
The snowes molte, and Zepherus as ofte
Ibrought ayeyn the tendre leves grene,
Syn that the sone of Ecuba the queene
Bigan to love hire first for whom his sorwe
Was al, that she departe sholde a-morwe

(Book V:L.8-14)

Z L TZ®D Troilus and Criseyde @ “narrator” i
Troilus 125 D72,

This Troilus, withouten reed or loore,
" As man that hath his joies ek forlore.
Was waytyng on his lady evere more
As she that was the sothfast crop and more
Of al his lust or joies herebifore.
But Troilus, now far-wel al thi joie,
For shaltow nevere sen hire eft in Troie!
(Book V:1.22-28)

ALz Troilus 2 & » T “now far-wel al thi joie”
ZDTH5, Corsa b\ 9 F { Boethius @ “[ torne
the whirlynge wheel with the turnynge secle; [ am
glad to chaungen the loweste to the heyeste, and
the heyeste to the loweste” (De Consolatione
Philosophiae:Book I, Prosa 2,51f.) #H B ®
TdHb,Y 2T Criseyde {ZHEY) 5 7z Troilus 3 #
FrEMZBI LI DBDOED, fFo THOIEBICH
THLDTAFEOZI LT Th otz BYD LFITHL
TIRROERETIEHEN TV 2,

And fro this world, almyghty God I preye
Delivere hire soon! I kan namore seye”
(Book V:L.1742-43)

S THSTIDo72DTHAB, LA L Chaucer iz
ZEha, [ rEFTMAZ ko720 THE, HE
ZoFFHBTTELDIFIZE®WLE D27 TUA L
FLAMIZEARANELRREREDTH L,

And whan that he was slayn in this mannere,
His lighte goost ful blisfully is went

Up to the holughnesse of the eighthe spere,

In convers letyng everich element;

And ther he saugh, with ful avysement,

The erratik sterres, herkenyng armonye
With sownes ful of hevenyssh melodie.

(Book V:1.1807-13)

RPTHRLZ Troilus & [HICHI A& &M E
D—EHEEHRL, TodbhiERz.o008EL, 2
ORBIUIBILIERIIHRTIRIHETHL | 2L %
EBaEHb, B2 Chaucer iTF 1) A MKBIIZRD,
Boethius WHEEEIL 2 B5bITTHD, £ L TEAKRD
Troilus X2 [/hE &iicETIhtE] CHOE%E
BMEELATVIOERTHMAETLDTH 5,

And in hymself he lough right at the wo

Of hem that wepten for his deth so faste;

And dampned al oure werk that foloweth so

The blynde lust, the which that may nat laste,

And sholden al oure herte on heven caste.
(Book V:L..1820-25)

XTANZHFIA L (BookV:L.1786-92) i<, Boeth-
ius B97% “tragedy” OFEHEEH T 2 C, AFMATY
“tragedy” #HZ )L LTI L2 TIIHELNTH
Bo LALAKIZEREE 2T THITORLEETH
29 W

(m)

Z @ Troilus and Criseyde i3> T Chaucer 13 %&
Bl L HHEWLEREVEELE L) CWEICELH
i3 Fortuna WML TEX B LHEICR TEN D,
L# L Chaucer D& 5 W 2 /EmIcH HREKTO L O
¥ “humorous” REKE T AL 5 ) Do I AR
{2 Chaucer ¥ LEETWANLEEBDLNS," Troilus
and Criseyda D%—#%, $— A% ¥ ® “Thedouble
sorwe of Troilus to tellen, /=" TS X T H bKRH
B o720 < BB, o T2 OWREICKT B BEEAS
FHULoTRL, 2V IZZOWEDOHHETHSY,
Y<CRTWwABEZD Troilus and Criseyde 1285 L
T < % Troilus and Criseyde \Z B\J 2 BH AW,
Troilus b Criseyde $ Pandarus & “comic” %%
FeHEoTwb, E#l% Chaucer EMTAHIN=
ADOHTHIFIZ Pandarus 2 3B L - R @
Erkods ABELTHTERS,

By wayling in his chambre thus allone,
A frend of his, that called was Pandare,
Come oones in unwar, and herde hym groone,
And say his frend in swich destresse and care.
“Allas,” quod he, “who causeth al this fare?
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O mercy, God! what unhap may this meene?
Han now thus soone Grekes maad yow leene?
(Book I :1..547-53)

ChEBEBCTRZLARYIERKOBNBHTHS I,
LLF Troilus & Pandarus @ %) & Y 25dH h, &
A" ORKE%FESI1TDIZ% B, Troilus #* Criseyde
NEMEEHRT 2T TEL L300KTHHL, 22T
Troilus and Criseyde TH® TEb N D “game” »f
HT<L %5, Troilus it & 9 & 9 Criseyde & & %
Pandarus (2T 58813 %,

And with that word he gan hym for to shake,

And seyde, “Thef, thow shalt hyre name telle,”

But tho gan sely Troilus for to quake

As though men sholde han hym into helle,

And seyde,

Thanne is my swete fo called Criseyde!”

And wel neigh with the world for feere he deide.
(Book I :1.869-875)

“Allas! of al my wo the welle,

[BRTEZHI R VR RN VR, BALEIA]
(Book I:L.876-7) Z kid, KOZHIIEDELR TH -
72D7i; Book M DI247ATLAT @ & 512 L Ti#&5 A,
EIUOSE #hIILT, 1422474 5 D Criseyde
® Troilus 123§ 52 5%, ThEIBAVPFBICL D
Ph6Y, TOEFIBVT “comical” ZbDEF-
TWwAZ L7, #47C Fortuna O&iZE 2 biF TH 5,
WhWbII TV EROEROML [HhIcd o 7]
(in greet prosperitee) X D E X TV 2 EHEAH»
LR O L AKICELAL (Into myserie, and endeth
wrecchedly) DCTH %, EMDO R 5L Lhwvnk
I My, Monk’s Tale ® #1217 5 Samson *°
Hercules DFE L OB A LML I TERELZVDIR
“lemman” (Lover) ## L CTREFZERhTWHE I &
T %dhs) . TRRMEOPHOYEOEEN L S 12
BBICIEZ 0 (M| (Troilus) BB~ EHVEY B
BUTHE DV I REFE KD, #HHE (despair) ®
EL’?E IEBEW) L THB, Troilus and Crisey-

EBITLZAZHROEIHINTVE DI TH S,
%hL%%@é&%@ﬁéé&wﬂﬁﬁ#%iOtﬁﬂ

EVH DT LAZRIMNEEE RFFV o TidEwn
PEVITETHB, LA L Chaucer iZ&H 5 5 EHH
BN Troilus *MEDOHIIFELEE T L& L Hh o T,
RYIHEL VI L% o7 Troilus 12 L Two 72
BECK-TE N7

And fro this world, almyghty God I preye
Delivere hire soon! I kan namoore seye.”
(Book V:L,1742-3)

L L Chaucer iXB4% ) OffdEs R L7z, Troilus
T[HEM] LT, FABEHIBLLLTREELD
—’C“& ;“) ]

In many cruel bataille, out of drede,

Of Troilus, this ilke noble knyght,

As men may in thise olde bokes rede,

Was seen his knyghthod and his grete myght.
And dredeles, his ire, day and nyght,

Ful cruwely the Grekis ay aboughte;

And alwey noost this Diomede he soughte.

And ofte tyme, I fynde that they mette

With blody strokes and with wordes grete,

Assayinge how hire speres weren whette;

And, God it woot, with many a cruel hete

Gan Troilus upon his helm to bete!

But natheles, Fortune it naught ne wolde,

Of oothers hond that eyther deyen sholde.
(Book V:1..1751-63)

I THATIO [HEM] (Troilus) BL CE X TH
B0 Troilus IZFHITH o fobiF Tk 2V bIF T
»%, ¥# (prosperity) i b {EEK (misery) = b HEB
L, E&oM (Fortuna) DRI BT I L v
ST EiMTH 2o [%EEE] (Troilus) IHFFIZZ L THo
TebiFTid % v, Troilus I3 EBOTBAL L THOED
REBBRLIZZ LR 5.” 2% ) Chaucer iZZ D>
Oy 5y 7 BAFICHENC Troy BF LW UEL 7218
REFRCEBOBELBEL 252 T2 2 L3S,
72, 7% %8 Troilus & Criseyde ®&ERIZEHIZSH S
DLOWEAIZEITHELTWLILLEDITH S, L2
LEL 2 Criseyde D—A=ZH0E, ¥V YT
EEDIRTH DML Steadman DEERHENV 2% 5
“lover” T “bawd” T#HH “mistress” DX TH
b5, BWATHY, 1BRERTHY, BATHLEH I
BEL o7 bo b ERmBANBEL TR LTRSS
ERBPETHIHF " 2FVE LB TroynER %
BERICBAZOEV L ERELRBERIC, EHE %7 —
TrEBENTVELDLE, b5 —OHLENOT YR
DEMHEOMEL =, L HEMLEH L L RHFEF S/
ZETHDI) Bl LPHOTFEICH > Tid [F]
(amor) BRFZICIFER T BB ICEL S oL EL
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THINCIRT SR, FUEHICH - T [F] 3 EHENTT
BB L o720, FIBEIENE o2 T B,
DF PEFADERE LIRS ETBELITHNESHD
BB L e Bo HE-> TEUVITHE ISR (F B3R
HEE) 15, FLHEBIER (comedy) KIRD TITH N
TVWEN, TRICEEL LD ANPoHEBOL VL
REMIAHBERED - 72 MEZADEHEZRVD
w3 “high style” T&W ) BERIHYLT L, —HKHE
OREEHL D> THRHBHFAROFENZ L ELT
PEBICE 3 nTwi,W

AR Gragic) 1T 202 EHB (comic) XT3
PIZBREIZ X R TV o 7, REQHBOMETD
%, Chaucer @ Troilus and Criseyde {3 —H#EiZ & D
Ty IWNIETA AN RO ERIERTH B, “Epic
tragedy” b H N\, “Elegy” "bHhal,
“Encomium” »dHhZzv, FHOXED Y -~
“love” — “valor” — “ruin” OHEN OO > T

5L REERNT, La L Troilus $ 8% 2B~ L EIT -

L7z Tl v, “Tragedy” ORFKICIE L Vd D%
Chaucer ixf#iv 70, HIIBRBEORKEITIEAILLT,
[#t] E LTAEEBRL b, FEL THREAKR
(Book V:L.1807-13) (2 HK¥ 5, ZL T [HICH T h
s & Eo—EEER L] (BookV:L.1814-15)
hoEEELATYS A4 2 KE (Book V:1.1821-
22) ¥20RERNEL L EOERINTIRTHH S,
Z® Troilus and Criseyde DEH L VW I L *#BET
LHDTIERZV, BoF LTV 2%dH “narrator”
WEELREBNOELH (B E % b 2 The House of
Fame %72 The Parliament of Fowls DHIZHIT 5
“fowls” % &, Chaucer & [%] ORIERERL 2D,
FDHEIZ “comic elements” 25H 5D Tk,
IhHkKEREHL LT “The Canterbury Tales” 2
DhMBoTITLbDEEDbR B, Fortuna % H.0:I0F
ZBX 7NN DH B A5, Chaucer T ANEDFERE
% Boethius OKIZDDAk, X— AIZ comic 2 EFK*%
/-2 Troilus and Criseyde ¥ R L7z w9
ZEIL% D,
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