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In his inquiry into the meaning of Hobbes’s philosophy, Andrzej Rapaczynski, the author of “Nature and
Politics, Liberalism in the Philosophies of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau”, consciously opposes the trends prevailing
in most recent interpretations and presents a qualified defense of the more traditional point of view. Apart from
its moralist condemnation of Hobbes’s view of human nature, Rapaczynki believes the traditional view of Hobbes
as a positivist is much more coherent and interesting than the effort to make him into a moralist. Also,
Rapaczynski finds the attempt to detach Hobbes’s political theory from the naturalist background in which he
set it and to impart either a moralist or a prudentialist doctrine to his teaching both unnecessary and misguided.
Rapaczynski finds it unnecessary because he thinks that a cogent interpretation of Hobbes is possible without
denying the unity of his thought or basing his political theory on a moral system ; as a matter of fact,
Rapaczynski believes that only such an interpretation is compatible with what Hobbes actually wrote. And
Rapaczynski finds this misguided because, contrary to what has been said on this subject, Hobbes’s insights
become more interesting under the more traditional interpretation. His crucial investigation into the problem of
legitimacy of political power is, in Rapaczynski’s opinion, only obscured by confusing the question of de facto
legitimacy with moral or prudential considerations.

The aim of this paper is to introduce Rapaczynski’s indication that the very importance of Hobbes’s
philosophy for the development of liberal political thought is connected with the positivist, descriptive character
of his theory.
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