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(D Life and Study at the Ceramics Research Laboratory-
Nagoya Institute of Technology in Tajimi, Japan

Raymond V.Rivera Virtudazo

“Always trust your instincts but don’t [ ¥
forget your experience”. by Rob Brown *

Well to start with, I am Raymond
V.Rivera Virtudazo from Philippines.
I really enjoyed the time here in Japan
especially in Ceramic Research Laboratory-Nagoya Institute
of Technology (CRL-NIT) Tajimi, even though living and
studying here was different from my home country. Apart
from my scholarship (Monbukagakusho Scholarship) and
scientific purpose of my stay (which is the main reason why I
was here in Japan), [ was pleased to have had the opportunity
to learn new culture and diverse people here in Japan. It
was kind of a challenge to survive. Since I don’t have any
background in nihongo language before coming here in

I Japan, 2008

Japan, so my level in nihongo is very poor and the way of
life was different from what I had known so far. But I was
lucky that I had very supportive Sensie (Prof. M. Fuji and
Prof. M. Takahashi), Assistant Professor's (Dr. T. Shirai, Dr.
H. Watanabe and Dr. C. Takai), my process group labmates
and most especially my very patient tutor S. Yamashita (Ph.
D student of CRL, NIT).

Generally, the students as well as the CRL staff members I
worked with were very friendly and tried to add me into their
work group and social conversation as much as possible. So
they became not only my dear colleagues and some of them
eventually become my good friends.

Particularly in the beginning of my stay, many of them
had curious questions and though our conversation is not that
good (my nihongo level is not fluent for conversation), they

still encouraged me to speak (even with mix nihongo and
english) and find ways to express themselves in talking to
me. They (especially my tutor S. Yamashita) also helped me
a lot with everyday problems as paying bills or negotiating
with some company that required Japanese dialogue.

Aside from my background (ceramic/material science),
I was very glad that I prefer Fuji's Group (CRL, NIT)
because the quality of research in NIT especially in Fuji's
Laboratory is at a very high standard and the equipment
is very modern. This creates a very good environment for
many types of research especially in Frontier Ceramics
Science. I was very impressed by the diligence, motivation
and efforts of the graduate and undergraduate students
towards their studies and research works. Thus, I could
see the results how this endeavors created a high output of
scientific works and the students were gaining experience in
managing their own studies as well as working efficiently
together as a team and as an individual researcher. [ was also
encourage to be involved on the group discussion through
attending the weekly seminars and scientific discussion of
ceramic processing to my fellow students both foreigner and
Japanese.

Regarding about my research works on hollow particles,
I would like to thank Professor M. Fuji and our Asst.
Professor's (Dr. T. Shirai, Dr. H. Watanabe and Dr. C.
Takai) in giving suggestions and pushing me to do my
best. Because of their approval and guidance, I was able to
published my research works and travel/attend seminars,
national and international conferences such as in Nuremberg,
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Germany (Powder Tech 2010) and Santa Barbara; UCSB,
USA (Superconductor seminars).This gave me new insights

and a broader knowledge of techniques and devices which
may relate strongly to my own research studies.

There is a saying that “All work and no play make Jack a
dull boy”. Yes, I was always looking forward for our group
fieldtrips and year-end parties organized by my labmates.
These were surely one of my most memorable experience
/highlights of my stay here. It's good to have had this
activities in order to know more of my group-mates in a
personal way away from our research works.

About the NIT (as a whole), I can also say many good
things. There are many restaurants and convenience stores as
well as good possibilities for doing sports. The main campus
is very accessible by trains (subway and JR trains).

It was also very interesting that I met different foreign
students and researchers from other countries in the main
Campus. I was able to gain friendships all over the world
especially to Asians e.g. from Chinese, Malaysians,
Vietnamese, Koreans, Indians, Indonesians and Thai's. As far
as my experience, the NIT administration is concerned and
takes cares about their international students. For instance
in the International House when I stayed there for 6 months,
aside from the good accommodation, common facilities
such as the lobby/house office where all the international
people can meet, chat, cook meals, relax and do homework.
I think this is an admirable institution because in that way
the foreigners are not left out. I had to give also a big
compliment to all the Japanese students who work as tutor in
International house. With all the different foreigners at NIT,
it was very quite easy to find new friends because we had

[k e
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plenty of opportunities to join the activities and sightseeing
trips especially organized by International Exchange
Division.

In summarizing the impressions on the three years that
I had spent here in CRL, Tajimi Japan, I have to say that it
was certainly the best year of my student life. It broadens
my expertise in ceramic and nano-science research fields.
I am grateful in spending the time with my processing
group-mates and for making the experience in a different
environment with exceptional people who have diverse

CRL Process-group picture, Tajimi. Japan , 2009

ideas, believes and religions. I had the chance to expand my
mind and to widen my personal horizon.

In addition, I think the experiences and knowledge,
both scientific and personal that I collected during my stay
here in Japan was unique and offered me an insight for my
professional growth as a ceramic/material science engineer,
nano-scientist, researcher and inventor.

I would like to quote this saying by Rob Brown's:

“When you wander along a pebble beach, there are
millions of pebbles. Sometimes you find one that grabs your
attentions. Its roughly the same shape as all the others, a
similar size and color to all the others but somehow it seems
so special, you take it home and keep it.”

Experience can be like that too, when you encountered
that special event, treasure it and keep it. And at the end
of the day; it's not the destination that’s important, it’s the

journey and the experience you have encountered.
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@ Memorable Time in Japan

Farkfun Duriyasart

Hi, my name is Farkfun Duriyasart. | am a master student
from Chemical Engineering Department of Chulalongkorn
University, Thailand. I have come here via JASSO
scholarship for doing my short-term research experiment,
which is in a part of my master degree’s thesis. Now |
am working in this Ceramic Research Laboratory in a
subject of “Synthesis of PAN/TiO2 co-axial nanofibers via
electrospinning”. I am working here for 10 months, from
June 2011 to March 2012.

This is my first time coming to Japan, so when I arrived
here I was so exciting with everything here which different
from my hometown. I found that Japan is a beautiful and
attractive country combining nature and modern technology
together. Furthermore, Japanese people are very kind and
friendly, especially my sensei and all lab members. They
always help me when I have any problem about work or
about living here. That made me stays here happily.

Working here makes me understand how Japanese people
work. My lab members always work hard and pay much
attention on their jobs. Even though my thesis subject is
quite new here, sensei and lab members tried to understand
and always give me good suggestions. I gain lots of working
experience here. This is a very beautiful memory of mine.

imi Festival!

wearing kimono 1 Taj

First time

Hokkaido trip with Jap members. So fiyn|

@ A Wonderful Trip to Tajimi
GU Zhenhua

After a short journey, I came to Japan on Jan. 23. With a
big baggage, I felt helpless in the airport because I cannot
find my husband. He should be waiting for picking me up
in the exit, but he was not there at that moment. A woman
found my anxious and asked me something in Japanese that
I can’t understand. We try to communicate with each other
using gesture, but it is very difficult. A few minutes latter,
my husband arrived. We said goodbye to her and then left
the airport by train. This is my first impression on Japanese
people: kindly and helpful.

Dr. Kobayashi and Miss Mura take us to the Ceramics
Research Laboratory of Nagoya Industry University by car
from the Tajimi station. In the laboratory, I met professors
Ozawa who is very friendly. There are many students
in Prof. Ozawa’s group. Although I have learned a little

Japanese, I still felt difficult to memorize the Japanese
names. Thereafter, I looked around in the laboratory. Almost
every student worked beside the bench. This confirmed my
previous impression on Japanese people: diligent.

The next day 1 get to know the city and its culture. Tajimi
is renowned for its ceramics. At the Tajimi station I had saw
some ceramic works. At the same time, Tajami is a quiet city

and makes for a
nice break from
the hectic life of

major cities.
™
What surprised
me another thing Ay

is the garbage
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here to classification. The garbage here is probably classified
into burnable, non-burnable, recycle garbage etc. Everyone is
consciously in accordance with the requirements of garbage
disposal. Another interested phenomenon is that there is first
aid kit in every building lobby. This is my third impression
on Japanese people: disciplined and considerate.

Sushi is very famous in Japan, and it is also the first
Japanese special food I had eaten. In domestic, I only tried
the roll sushi with cabbages and carrots. In Tajimi, I tasted

many other kinds of sushi, especially for the sushi with

sashimi. They are very delicious, although I still get used to
eat the raw fish.

In short, Japanese food is very famous and delicious.
Japanese people are very kind of me. Japan is a clean and
civilized country!

Thank you very much to everybody for your warm
welcome.

Good luck to everybody and welcome to my country.

HHPBLH T F L7,

@ Life and Study in Tajimi, Japan
Tran Thi Thu Hien

I'am Tran Thi Thu Hien from Vietnam. I received doctoral
degree in materials science from Nagaoka University of
Technology, Niigata, Japan in 2005. I have been working at
Hanoi University of Science and Technology as a lecturer
in School of Materials Science and Technology since 1999.
Since September 2011, I am in Process group of Ceramics
Research Laboratory, Nagoya Institute of Technology, as an
exchange researcher with Prof. M. Fuji and Asso. Prof. T.
Shirai’s.

I am really impressed with research environment, friendly
lab mates and especially nice staffs. I enjoy spending my
time working, eating, talking. It is the first time for me to see
such a large laboratory with many different kinds of new and
advanced equipments. [ can use freely any equipment when [
want which I can not do in Vietnam.

Living and studying here in Japan is quite different
from my country. Researching in developed country such
as Japan is a great opportunity for me. During my stay for
more than 5 years in Japan, I got a lot of experiences in daily
life and participated many event from city’s organization in
cultural festivals, ikebana, Japanese study, high school pupils
exchange meeting, home stay etc...In my heart, Japan is my

second home town
which gave birth me
second time. Thank
you Japan, thanks to
my all friends here and
HAHES 5 |
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(® My Happy Life in Japan

Li kongzhai

When I met Prof. Ozawa in Beijing in Aug. 2009, I hoped
that I can join in his group because I am so interested in his
research area. Therefore, I felt very surprised and exciting
after receiving his email that I can visit his laboratory as a
researcher for several months.

Japan is so close with China, and it takes shorter time
form Beijing to Nagoya than to Kunming. Prof. Ozawa was
already waiting at the exit when I arrived in the central airport
of Japan. I knew that trains in Japan are very convenient, but
I didn’t image that it is so efficient. By trains and car, Prof.
Ozawa took me to the Ceramics Research Laboratory of
Nagoya Institute of Technology in Tajimi. The dormitory is
very nice, and I already enjoyed my life in Japan from my
first night.

The first Monday, Prof. Haneda showed me around the
laboratory and introduced me some important machines.
This laboratory equipped with advanced testing instruments,
and I thought I could achieve many experiments that I
wanted before. In the noon, as a welcome party, I tasted the
Japanese style Chinese food. It is very different from the
original Chinese food, but I enjoy it.

Hikone Castle

Biwa lake

Enryaku-ji

Arrive in October, students organize a group trip to the
Biwa lake, which is the largest freshwater lake in Japan. [ am
so exciting that I can’t fell in sleep in the night of departure.
On this trip, I tasted many kinds of Japanese food. All of
them are delicious, although I don’t know their real names.
Japanese ninja is very famous in China, and I knew them
when I was a child from some movies. The visiting of the
ninja house is very interesting, and the refined and creative
design shocked everyone. Hikone Castle is also an amazing

building group, and it is a world cultural heritage. It is hard
to know how to build a castle so high only using wood.
The other world cultural heritage we visited this time is
the Enryaku-ji on top of Mt. Hiei-zan. This temple is well
preserved with many towering old trees. But we didn’t see
all the sights because of the limited time.

October is also a sports season. A friendly match of
softball between CRL and the other two companies took
place on a sports ground near the laboratory. It is my first
time to play this game, but I did a nice shoot (although
the posture was not good). After the sports, we enjoyed a

very good barbecue. The beef with special dipping sauce is
fantastic.

the sbftball game and barbecue foods

Soon, I will go back to China. I hope I can come back

again and continue my new experiences in Japan.
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It was really a memorable day from my six golden years
of stay in Japan to participate such a wonderful event in
Tajimi and a maiden experience to be in a parade among
various nationalities with their national costumes. During
parade, the appreciation and the cheers received from newly
born baby to the elders was the most heart touching moment.
I really thank the organizers for such an event.. ..
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This is so precious chance for me to join in Tajimi Festival,
by which we can know the particular culture in Japan. This is
a good channel for culture communication among foreigners
from different countries.
Thanks for granting me this good experience.
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I have enjoyed wearing kimono and I have learned a lot
about Japanese culture from Tajimi festival. Moreover, it
was great to see many foreigners wearing kimono in Japan.
Joining Tajimi festival was a good experience for me here.
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