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Before a study of new materials
— Limitation by engineering ethics —

Masakuni Ozawa
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Engineering ethic is now a question, giving some limitation about research, before starting a study of advanced
technology in any field. In a research of new materials, environmental ethics, which is one of the engineering ethics,
should directly affect the selection of materials, the research target and a theme of a study that can influence
coming results and developed products toward citizen society. However, we have no tool to judge whether the
handling technology can affect, in the future, well or not to wide spread spectra for citizens’ lives and the globe at
a starting point of a study. In the limited region of his major about materials, the engineer must determine the
possibility concerning about environmental ethics. However, the self-standing technological development, with
cross-discipline situation, make his decision difficult if a study is truly novel. Researchers about “applied
engineering ethics” are required to give some resolution tool to his situation if possible as well as they ask an

individual question on ethics.
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