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DEVELOPMENT OF BUILDING SERVICES IN JAPANESE HOTELS
FROM MEIJI ERA TO THE END OF WWII

T B R A T
Shohei YOKOYAMA and Tetsumi HORIKOSHI

The objective of this paper is to review the development of building services in Japanese hotels from Meiji era to

the end of WWII. The beginning of Meiji, individual heating facilities were installed in hotels. Central heating systems

were introduced during Taisho era. Steam heating was utilized in the most of hotels. Air conditioning systems was firstly

installed in Kyoto Hotel in 1928 and all of rooms in Shin-Osaka Hotel in 1935 were air-conditioned. There were few hotels

which had guest rooms with bath up to Showa. Water toilets were introduced to guest rooms in the same period. A history

of the office building services in hotels were also described. Historical development was compared.
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