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According to XRD analysis, when sprayed amosite was heated at over 900�C for 3 h, amosite crystal was not

detected in the sample. In contrast, a part of the needlelike amosite grains were not detected in the sprayed amo-

site using a phase-contrast microscope analysis after heating at 500�C for 3 h. Then the color of the needlelike

amosite grains changed to red, because Fe2O3 �hematite� was precipitated at the surface of the amosite grains.

The grindability of the needlelike amosite grains was improved with an increase of the heating temperature.

When the sprayed amosite was heated at 1100�C for 3 h, a fine powder with under aspect ratio of 3 was obtained

after grinding. �Received May 31, 2007; Accepted July 19, 2007�

Key-words : Asbestos, Amosite, Heat treatment, Mechanical grinding, Detoxification technique, Phase-contrast

microscope
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Fig. 1. XRD patterns of sprayed amosite and standard amosite

�JAWE231�.

Fig. 2. SEM photograph of sprayed amosite.

Fig. 3. XRD patterns of sprayed amosite with and without heating

at 500–1400�C for 3 h.
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Fig. 4. SEM photographs of sprayed amosite after heating at 900,

1100, 1300 and 1400�C for 3 h.

Fig. 5. SEM photographs of sprayed amosite with and without heat-

ing at 900, 1000 and 1100�Cfor 3 h after grinding in a mortar �300 s�.

Fig. 6. SEM photographs of the surface of amosite after heating at

1000, 1100 and 1200�C for 3 h.
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Fig. 7. Phase-contrast micrographs of sprayed amosite with �a�

N 25�C
D �1.680, �b� N 25�C

D �1.700.
Fig. 8. Phase-contrast micrographs of sprayed amosite with �a�

N
25�C

D �1.680, �b� N
25�C

D �1.700 after heating at 500�C for 3 h.

Fig. 9. Phase-contrast micrographs of sprayed amosite with �a�

N
25�C

D �1.680, �b� N
25�C

D �1.700 after heating at 700�C for 3 h.
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