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Trip to the World of Industry and Culture
Part 2
Machu Picchu of the East (Niihama)

Niihama in Ehime Prefecture is known as a leading industrial city
in the Seto Inland Sea area. It has grown with the Besshi copper mine
which was one of the biggest copper mining sites in Japan. Since the
deposits were discovered in 1690, mining in Besshi had continued
for 283 years until 1973. It produced about 650,000 tons of copper
and made a great contribution to the development of Niihama and
Japan. Tounaru, 750 m above sea level, is the district where the
mining headquarters were located from 1916 to 1930. At its peak,
about 5,000 people lived there and even school and theater were built.
But after the headquarters were moved to Hadeba in 1930, the
facilities and buildings in Touraru were all abandoned. Today
Tounaru is called the “Machu Picchu of the East”. The visitors can
enjoy the mysterious landscape of massive industrial ruins in the

middle of mountain forest.
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